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THE 
INDISCREET CONNECTION, 

LETTER XXXII. 

Mils Lester to Mifs Camdek. 

OH, my Cecilia ! how exceeding- 
ly diftreiled am I ! Beaumont 
is married. Every thing is now over 

with your unhappy friend* 

I have already told you that I fent 
no anfwer to his note, and' that I re- 
pented. Repent I did, indeed^ when 
I confidered that he might be Co muck 
difpleafed with my negledt as never to 

Vol. H, B foUcvt. 
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folicit another meeting. My refledions 
pained me to the quick : I was over- 
whelmed with grief and remorfe. I 
would have given the world to have 
had It in my power to call back the 
meflenger, and to bid him tell Beau- 
mont, that I ihould be at the place ap- 
pointed. It was impoffible for me to 
recall him ; I could only hope to re- 
pair the miflake I had committed by- 
going my felf to that place. 

Accordingly, I put on my hat, hur- 
ried out of the houfe, and got to the 
Pari, unobferved and unmolefted. 

While I was flying through the llable- 
yai:d, I met Mr. GrindalL 

I flarted, coloured, and looked fo 
itpnfufed that he prefently fufpedted 

ibmething. 

He 
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He alked me immediately where I 
was going ? holding my hand fo fad, 
at the &me time^ that I could not dif- 
cngage myfelf from him, agreeably to 
my wilh and intention. 

Mortified at being detained, I looked, 
X am fure, as I felt, both vexed and 
embarrafled. I hefitated, confidecing 
what I Ihould fay. 

During my hefitation, he anfwered. 
for me ; *^ Come, Mifs Lefter, faid he, 
1 guefs your defign. You*expedt— ' 
•you hope at leaft, to meet Mr. Beau- 
mont. Pray give yourfelf tinie to re- 
fled: on the indifcnJfion, the indelicacy, 
the madnefs of continuing a correfpon- 
dence with a man whofe family hold 
you in the gr^ateft contempt. Be ad- 
vifed, my dear Kitty, and do not riflt 
B z yoi^r 
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your h(Miour, peace and reputation, by 
following a man who regards you only 
ds a perfon who may contribute to his 
pleafure. Can you be mean enough, 
Mifs Leiler, to bear the thoughts of 
appearing in fuch a defpicable light ? 
cfpecially when you may, if you pleafe, 
confet real happinefs on Mr. Lawfon, 
who will both love and refpedl you for 
a decifion in his favour— On the other 
hand, by falling in with Beaumont's 

. fchemes, you will not only be guilty 
of the greateft folly^ you will alfo de- 

' fer^ to be criminally condemned, as 

he may be now looked upon the huC- 

band of another woman/' 
V- 

I felt myfelf both aftiamed, and un- 
happy at this addrefs ; but — fhall I 
confefs the truth ?*— I was ftill more 

pained 
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pained by the hint about Beaumont's 
marriage. 

I turned pak — I was fuddenly chilled 
—I was ready to faint— I could not have 
anfvvered him if millions had been of- 
fered me^ 

He took advantage of myiifende, of 
my inability to cpntend with him, and 
led me Vack from the place to which I 
was going ; fttting out my attadhrncftt 
to Beaumont, all tfee way we w^nt^ ih 
fucha cnniiiSanight, that I became con* 
vfncedl ought to have nothing farther 
to fay to him. My tears, however, 
I could not reftrain ; they rufhed from, 
my eyes when I had confidered, that 
every ftep I walked carried me to a 
greater diftance from Beaumont. ' I 
was ready to die with grief. 

B 3 Mr. 
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Mr. Grindall, feeing how'much I was 
affe(Sled, good naturedly endeavoured 
to calm my mind ; and, that I might 
not be flared at in the condition I was 
iOi called a coach. 

Diiriag our ibort ride, he repeated 
his admonitions, which I felt were juft, 
though I could i;K>t attend to them fo 
ferioufly as I Ihould have done. The 
thoughts of relinquifhiog Beaumont, 
for ever, of banifliing all remembrance of 
of him, if poffible, almoft drove me to 
diflradioQ. Beiides, I could not help 
flattering myfelf, that if I had met him, 
according to his appointment, I might 
have prevented bis marriage with Lady 
Ann. 

, 1 came home in a date of mind not 
eafily to be defcribed. 

Mr. 
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Mr. Grindall and my mother were 
with me, by turns, all that day, and 
the next^ or I had certainly got out 
again once more in fearch of himi 

. On the third day, while I was fit- 
ting, at my mother's defircj^ at work 
in her room, Mr. GrindalLappearcd. 

" Now, my dear Kitty, faid he, 
to convince you how idle all your 
expedtitions were with regard to Mr. 
Beaumont, he was. married. this. morix- 
ing toLady.Ann^** 

This intelligence was too much for 
me; it was, indeed, what I had long 
expeded^ but I could not fupport the 
ihock it gave me : I fell back, fenfe- 
kfs, in my chair. 

B4 Ire- 
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I recovered, fit laft, only to know 
that I was completely wretched : yet, 
diG^gh I cannot help feeling myielf (Oy 
I am -thoroughly Satisfied th^t I havc^ 
by my own foUy^ brought the wretch- 
ednefe, of which I complain, upon my- 
fetf, I have now only to wifh, that 
I had never feen Mr, Beaumont, or 
that he had never diftinguiihed m^ : but 
if he had not diftinguifhed mcy I muft 
have taken particular notice of htm. — 
Would I had never known him, or his 
/haughty filler ! Lady Charlotte's neg- 
left, added to her brother*s inconftaney, 
prey. upon my mind, and exclude xe- 
pofe from it : I muft learn to forget 
them both, if I would be in the ftnal- 
left degree happy. If I had fteri 'Beau- 
mont before the fatal ceremony was 
performed, my fighs, my teafis, might 
poflibly have turned him frotn his 

pur- 
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purpofe.— But why fhoiild I think' fo? 
He could nevier have been contented 
to marry me — the difference between 
us is too great. I have loft all reliih 
for every thing in the- world, fince L 
muft no longer think of the man who 
"was all the world to me^ To what 
end, however, do I tire you with my 
complaints? Yet foriie relief we gain 
when we difclofe our iaraoft thoughts 
to a fincere friend. Are you not fuch 
a friend, my Cecilia ? May I ftill 
reckon upon you, after having been fa 
cruelly miftaken in Lady Charlotte? 
May I, not be permitted to entertain 
fome doubts ? Pardoned, at leaft, for 
entertaining them? But away, fufpi- 
^ion ! I will not injure my Cecilia, 
by diftrufting hen /.only have beca 
to blame — I have deceived ^felf. 

B 5 - Mr* 
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Mr. .Griiidall always told me, that 
a fincere friendlhip can never fubfift 
between two perfons in fituations ex- 
tremely different, with regard to rank,; 
fortune, &c. &c. I never, indeed, con- 
fidered, when Lady Charlotte firfl ho- 
noured me with Angular marks of htr 
efteem, and when flie preferred me to 
all her fex^ that Ihe was the daughter 
of an earl, and that I was only the 
child of a man in trade* As . childrea 
we agreed very well ; but when we 
grew up, and were to appear in the 
world, I foon found that fhe looked 
upon herfelf as greatly my fuperior^ 
and that flie thought flie did me a fa- 
vour, by taking any notice of me at 
all. Had (he, indeed, fo far overlooked 
me, as not to invite me to come and ftay 
with her, her negledt would have be^n 
the happieft I ever met with : but we 

cannot 
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cannot forefee events ; we mud, there^ 
fore,, learn to bear oui: unexpeded dif- 
appointments with patience. 

How happy are you, my dear Ceci- 
Ka, who never were fo fufceptible of 
a pailion which has made me miferable ; 
and who are. quite indifferent about 
what has coft me fo much anxiety ! but 
we cannot change our inclinations as 
we pleafe — At leaft, I know that / 
have tried to no purpofe.. May you be 
ever happier than 

your affedionate 

C. Lbstek. 



B6 LET 
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LETTER XXXIII. 

Mifs Camden to Mifs Lester. 

I HAVE received your letter, with an 
account of Mr. Beaumont's mar- 

r4*S^i ^y ^^^^ ^^^y^ ^d am really 
concerned to find you rendered fo un- 
hAPpy ^y ^^ event wrhich^ if confidered' 
In » proper light, can, in no fhape, af- 
fjtt you ; for with what propriety could 
you ever have expedted to be received 
iS the daughter of the Earl of Beau- 
moDt ? People of bis rank feldom, if 
lit any tinae, approve of fo unequal an 
alliance ; unequal in birth and fortune,, 
the only points which they regard: 
you have therefore only deceived your- 
ielf, and cannot blame Beaumont. He 
#ught not, indeed, to be Iplamed for 

obeying 
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obeyiftg the advice of his father^ if he 
has chofen him a woman . capable of 
making him happy. I very much doubt 
his capacity to make any woman hap- 
py, by your account of him. A man 
of his difpofition would not, I fancy, 
be very conftant, dther as a huiband 
or a loveK. Believe me, Kitty, you 
have no lofs of him ; and I think old 
Grindall a fted in both a wife and a 
friendly manner to interfere, and to 
fave you from a meeting which could 
not have done you any good ; which 
might have been, which, moft proba- 
bly, would have been attended with 
very difagreeabk confequences. Com- 
fort yourfelf, therefore, by refledting 
upon your efcape, for ypu would, cei* 
tainly, have cxpofed yourfelf by youf 
fondnefs^ 
« 
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Do not be angry with me, Kitty, 
for faying that you have been a great 
deal too fond of this man ; and now, in- 
deed, you cannot think of him any more 
without appearing in a criminal light,, 
Befides, I fliould have too much fpirit 
to run after any man, or to let any 
man imagine that 1 was capable of 
leflening myfelf lb exceedingly^ In- 
deed, Kitty, you were always wrong, 
and though Beaumont never would 
have married you, had you conducted 
yourfelf with ever fo much, difcretion, 
I believe you rather wifli that you had 
not given him any reafon to entertain 
a flight opinion of you^ Every man 
muft entertain a flight opinion of a 
woman who difcovers an improper inr 
clination for him. As you cannot,. 
however, recall what is paft, you have 
nothing to do but to endeavour to re- 
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pair it, and repair it you may, in feme 
degree, by an entire change in youp 
behaviour; by making a firm rcfolu- 
tion never to fee Beaumont again, and 
even to try to forget hhnif poffible. 
When you can forget him, you may 
then, and not till then, pronounce your- 
felf perfedly cured. Then, and not till 
then, I ihall look upon you as a rea- 
fonable creature^ 

And now, to fhift the fubjedt, and 
divert you, I wijl tell you how /manage 
nty affairs, for I have not a grain of pe- 
netration, tf my friend Charles is not 
a little touched,. I have thought fo 
fop fome time ; but laft week all my 
coa^^dlures were confirmed, 

A Sir Harry Waters, whoft eftate 
is about five miles from us, applied to 

my 
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my father, by letter^ for his conient to 
vifit me. 

My father came into the room in 
which Charles and I were fitting, with 
the propofals, and very "abruptly com- 
municated them before the young man ; 
faying, by way of excufe, that there 
were none but friends, and that he 
waited for my determination to anfwer 
Sir Harry^s Letter. 

I was a little furprifed at being thui 
ibddenly called upon to reply to an 
affair of fo much confequence ; an affair 
which, according to the general opinion, 
requires great deliberation— I had not, 
indeed, the (lighted intention to accept 
of Sir Harry's offers, but I was difcon* 
4B6rtcd tud embarralQfed. 



In 
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In fhort, I looked like a fool : yet 
I was quite eafy and Collefted, comps^• 
red to the young gentleman by myfide, 
Caftingray eyes accidentally towards 
him^ I faw him turn pale and red al- 
temattlyr--He quitted his chair, then 
fat down again ; opened his mouth, and 
fliut it, and was in the moft violent agi- 
tation to be imagioed, which agitatioa 
prefently reftored me to the compofure. 
I before enjoyed— not becaufe I faw Vtm 
untafy, but becaufe / had no reafoiv 
to be fo — I began therefore, to be 
Jkihamed of feemg Tiim make fo odd 
an appearance. 

My father, who had all this time 
beeft alternately looking at us both, re- 
treated his delire, that I would tell hiai 
what he Ihouldfay to Sir Harry. 
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*' If fome gentkmen had made fuch 
a propofal. Sir, replied I, you might 
have thought it required fomc confide- 
ration ; but with your leave, Sir, corv- 
tinued I, I will refufe the honour Sir 
Harry defigns me, without giving iiim 
any farther trouble.*' 

By a fide glance at my companion^ 
1 prefently perceived an inftantaneous 
change in his countenance, from fuf- 
pence and perplexity^ to eafe and joy. 

My father left us, apparently fatisfied 
with my anfwer ; and my young gen- 
tleman faid, on feeing me fmile, " How 
foon is the happinefs or mifery of man 
determined ! yet it is certainly kinder 
to cut off all hopes at once, than to 
keep the mind iipon die rack : never- 

thelefi 
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thelefs the man mufl be pitied who is 
rejeded hy you. ^ 

I returned a fecond fmile, and a bovf , 
to a cpmplinient which was indeed To 
palpable that be could not havt mifled 
it. 

I told him, that I believed it was not 
in my power to confer either hap- 
piaefs or mifery on Sir Harry Waters, 
and that I was^ therefore, quite eafj 
about him. 

" You would not be eafy then, if you 
had refufed a man who would feel 
himfelf diftrefled by your refufal ?*' . 

" If I was fure that my refufal would 
make him very wretched, anfwered I, 
I Ihould be forry. But I have no great 

fahit 
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faith in a man's being fo muchaffefted 
by fuch a refufal : 1 think I fliall never 
be vaftly miferable about it/' - 

He looked very ferious>— "' There 
are very fmall hopes then, faid he, for 
me : I can never expert to touch your 
heart/' 

I laughed out at this : I was, per* 
haps, nierry at feeing him fo folemn, 
Kitty— Don't afk me why I laughed, 
child ; I am not in love with him as 
you are with Beaumont-^However, to 
confefs the truth, 1 Ihould not be forry 
to fee kirn in love with me ; and my 
feeming to treat him with indifference 
is the moil likely way to fix him,. Some 
men are fond of difficulties, and Charles, 
1 fancy, will meet with many, if he 
happens to be really charmed with me^ 

Not 
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Not that I love flirtbg neither ; but I 
I think that a woman who is foon won 
can afford little j)leafuce in the puifuit. 
fiefides, we are ver^ apt to defpife what 
<:omesdieap to us, and is gained witli- 
out much trouble, ' 

But wliere am I running with my 
Tefled:ions? — I left off laughing, and 
I begin again — My mirth difconcerted 
my gentleman a good deal ; I therefore * 
ftrove to compofe myfelf, as well as 
I could ; by fo doing, I rcftored him, 
in fome meafure, to his former tran- 
quility. Yet there remains a kind of 
penfivenefs in his face, accompanied 
by anxiety, which makes him minute- 
ly watch my every look and ad:ion. 
I hate to be watched ; and yet if the 
man is really. in love, how can be help 
it r He is a worthy creature, I yerily 

believe ; 
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tclieve ; but love certainly converts fome 
people into charafters extremely fooliih. 
I will keep my heart then untouched 
T^y that paffion^as carefully as I would 
preferve my perfon from the bite of a 
mad dog. Follow my example, Kitty, 
and think no more of a man who is 
not worthy of your flighteft attention. 
I am, at all times, 
your's, 

moft fincerely, 

C. Camden. 

P. S. I recommend Lawfon to you 
inoft earneftly, my dear : there is no- 
thing like driving one lover out of one^s 
head by the admiffion of anothe.^ Be- 
fides, he feems quite the fort of man 
for you ; conftant, tender, and fubmif- 
five — What other qualifications would 
a reafonable woman defire in a huf- 

band ? 
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band ? Be advifed, therefore, and accept 
of him at once, left he, tired with your 
repeated refufals, Ihould leave you, in 
order to pay his addrefies to another 
more willing to liften to them. 



LETTER XXXIV. 
Mifs Lester to Mifs Camden* 

I WAS greatly difapix)inted by your 
iaft, my dear Cecilia; I fully .ei- 
peded a letter of a very different fort. 
I hoped to find the afFedtionate, con* 
doling friend in every line ; but you 
only chide me, or laugh at me. How 
happy are you, my dear, to enjoy a 
nind fufiiciently at eafe to let you 
ivert yourfelf with your admirers, 

ami 
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and <make yourfelf merry with their 
forrows I Of what different difpofitioni 
are We ! I cannot even fee Lawfon, 
(perfecuted as I ani upon iii account) 
look melancholy and diftreiTed^ with.- 
out feeling for him, though I cannot, 
by any means whatever, love him. 
My mother, indeed, and Mr. Grindall, 
are perpetually joining with Aim to. 
Ccaze me into a compliance with their 
vnibuM I am almoft diftrafted by 
thdr urgent importunities. My mo- 
ther is, I think, more eager for my map- 
tiage with Lawfon than any body: 
ihe uot only preffes me to marry him, 
on purpofe to let Beaumont fee that I 
do not care for him^ but tells me alfo, 
that as ihe has fpent fo much more on 
my education than Mr. Grlndail had 
allowed for it, I muft re-imburfe her 
out of my fortune. That re-im>urfc- 

ment, 
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ment, you:know, will make my Httk 
fortune lefs : I (hall, indeed^ have a 
very fcanty pittance renoaining, as my 
mother calls it ; and with no opportu* 
nity of making a Jbejtter bargain than 
what Lawfon propofes.---How like a 
woman of the world does my mother 
talk upon this occafion! ihe fiiinks 
of nothing but how we are to eat, drefs, 
and appiar; rtie tells me, that as I 
have fuffercd one man to give me -the 
flip, I Ihall, probably, never meet with 
another, if I do not fecure Lawfon-— She 
thinks exadly with you, that he is the 
right fort of man for a hufband: but 
he will never appear to m^ in the light 
Beauniont doe^, v^o had gained my 
mother quite over <o his p^rty* Mr* 
Grindall is of the fanae opinion with 
you and my mother, yet he wifliea 
not to fofce -me, nor 4oes he -ever m:* 
^Voir. II. C tempt 
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tempt to perfuade me into a marriage^ 
which will not, he fears, content me, 
as I have unhappily (that is the word he 
ufed) been accuftomed to different con- 
nexions. Unhappily, indeed ! as I fear, 
with him, that I (hall never like any 
man but Beaumont, though I am very, 
fenfibk I ought to think no more about 
him. 

This Grindall is, I believe, a well- 
meaning old man, but there is no bear- 
ing my mother — She makes my life 
abfolutely miferable, by continually^ 
with a mbft provoking reftleflhefs, en- 
deavouring to fend me out of her way ; 
and by continually ^ upbraidii>g me, 
when I am with her, with my want 
of art to keep Beaumont to myfelf. I 
^ift, if fhe had known what would 
bave fecured him, ihe had acquaint- 

.cd 
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ed me with it. Situated as I am 
at prefent, I am afraid that I Ihall never 
know peace again. 

Adieu, 

C. Lest£K» 



LETTER XXXV. 
Mrs. Lester to Mrs. Saxby. . 

SINCE I wrete laft> I have been fo 
perplexed — You ' fee by the -pa- 
pers, no doubt, tliat Mr. Beaumont 
is married to Lady Ann Dale. This 
marriage has put Kitty into fuch a fufs^ 
that her head is almoft turned with her 
fretting and her fancies. 1 dare fay^ 
flie has loft her man by her own fault : 
(he might have made fomething of 
C 2 him. 
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hitn, if flie had played her cards well, 
to my knowledge. I am fure I gav6 ' 
her the beft of advice ; and I think I 
have lived long enough in the world 
to know how to behave to a man : but 
the girl was fo wrong-headed, as to 
-^ fondly, fooliihly, ibrioufly in loye 
with him. She might have pretended 
fondnefe for Jiim, with good policy, 
in order to mould him to her purpofe ; 
but .adually to love him--?lhe could 
not have adted a more ridiculous part. 
She took the only way to make nothing 
of him.; flie fhould have ftaid till ihc 
had fecured him, and then ihe might 
have done what ihe pleafed with him : 
but flic has condu&ed -herfelf like. a 
ilownright fimpleton, and fo, I fup« 
j)ofe, I muft be plagued with her at 
hctBBe. But that will never do : I can« 
Hot endure to have fuch a great girl 

always 
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always with me. I muft get rid of 
her fome how or other. 

I have not yet prevwled on her to 
accept of Lawfon : I am fure he is 
a good: match for her. Had he made* 
his propofals to me, Ifhould nothav& 
hefitated about them a moment. I don^ti 
deny but that the living in the city i$; 
not what one would chufe, yet it is a> 
very good thing to get an offer at all, 
9& men go nowi for though I had 
ance fome hopes of Beaumont for a 
iba-in-lawv i ntver imagined that he 
would make any offers to Kitty : to 
be fure I could not exped fuch mon- 
ftrous luck*; but I thought, that if he 
happened to be ftruck with her,, and! 
if flie managed matters cleverlj^, Aci 
might keep him off^, and draw him 
on, till &t found he could notlive with* 
C 3 our- 
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out her. When once a woman . has 
made herfelf neceflary to a man, (he 
may do what Ihe pleafes with him, 
Kitty is a poor,, low-fpirited thing; 
ihe has no idea of making the moft of 
a man. She is pretty, to be fure ; (he is 
like me only in her perfon ; but Ihe has 
no art at alL Beauty alone will never 
do ; though it is a very good thing to 
catch the men with at firft j but a great 
deal of contrivance is required to keep 
them, efpecially fuch fine fellows as 
Beaumont. Young mcfn of fafhion who 
know the world, find out fuch girls 
as Kitty in a moment, and as foon know 
that they may do what they will with 
her. However, had I been in her place, 
I dare anfwer for it, that I could have 
made Beaumont believe what I pleafed, 
if he had taken a fancy to me : but 
they like thefe young things beft, be- 
. . caufe 
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caufe they can foon make fools of 
them. 



Well, after all, Ihe has had a narrow 
efcape. I wonder he did not difcover 
her weak fide, confidering how much 
flie was in love with him — It would 
have been a dreadful thing to have the 
girl ruined, you know; fo we muft 
make the bell of it. If I could but 
get her to marry Lawfon, it would 
do very well. Let it be how it wiU, 
I muft think on fonie method to 
difpofe of her fomewhere, for (he 
is fo much in my way : and then Ihe 
has learnt fo many new faihions at 
the Earl of Beaumont's, that ihe is, 
really, not fit to live upon a fmall for^ 
tune. Now Lawfon, though not rich, 
is in good circumftances, and (he may 
have two maids and a footman, ^nd that 
C 4 >Sk 
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is^very genteel in the city ; and if be 
ihould be lucky, there may be a coach 
in time, which is more than Kitty'j 
fortune can demand ; for it was always 
fmall^ and to be fure it has been lefiened 
for the fake of her education. ' But^ as 
I faid before, what fignifies money, 
unleft peoj>le know how tt> enjoy it? 
Now Kitty is perfeiSrly w-ell qualified 
for the very bed company : there is 
not a woman' in the city, I dare fay, 
who can exceed her in good breeding* 
She underftands every puniStilio to a 
jiair, and knows when, to give and 
'when to take place; how to make par- 
ties for cards, and who is to:be helped 
fifft at tablci No, I have not been at 
all this expence for nothing ;: ,but then 
her notions are: rather too high ;. for 
t'other day, I had four or five tables, 
juft a private party of friends, I bade 

her 



nt IWDISOtMT CoWinfCTIOK, 35 

her m$ke the tea-^Would you believe 
it ? She told me, tliat fhe could not, 
indeed ! that Lady Beaumont and Lady 
Charlotte, never thought of making 
tea ; it was always made in the drawing- 
room, fhe faid, by my Lady's woman, 
aiSd my Lord's gentleman brought it 
to the company, while half a dozen foot- 
men attended with toafts and cakes — 
But you know, Kitty, faid I, as I have 
no man, and only Jenny, who does 
all the work, I can't have things in 
that manner ; and fo, as I muft have 
my tea made in the dining-room, you 
muft make it, for I muft fet the com- 
pany down to cards. So Ihe £d pour 
otit the tea, as I infifted upon it ; but 
fuch water-bewitched, fuch flip-flop you 
never tafted in your life— I law flie 
was above what flie was about f now 
that is wrong : I love to fee a young 
C5 ^t^oti 
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perfon keep up her cotfTequencc ; but 
there is no reafon, that becaufe fhe 
knows her value, flie Ihould look high- 
er than any body. I do think that Kit- 
ty will be a very fine lady indeed ; but 
I (hall tell her plainly, that I cannot 
fupport her in the manner fhe has been 
ufcd to live at my Lord's, and fo fhe 
mufl take things as fhe finds them ; and 
if fhe flays with me fhe muft be con- 
tent to live as I do, or elfe to marry 
Lawfon, which is, indeed, the only 
thing fhe has left to do» and which I 
mufl oblige her to do, or I fhall be weary 
of my life, I fee that plainly. Befides, 
the monflrous expence I fhall be 
brought into by her living with me'; 
an expence which it is impoffible for 
me to fupport — She fhall, therefore,, 
marry Lawfon, and fo, my dear Sax- 
by, I beg you will. call on me, and 
, ^ help 
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help liie to perfuade her. She is of a 
mild temper,, and cannot bear much 
oppofition ; (he will yield, I dare fay, 
rather than contend at any time; and 
and when once Ihe is well fettled,^!, 
feall begin to enjoy myfelf, as there is 
nothing fojdifagreeableas^havingfuch a 
great girl always after one. In hopes 
of feeing you foon, 1 conclude myfelf, 
^, ever yours, 

C.Lester. 



LETTER XXXVL 
Mr. Beaumont toMr. Foley, 

HOW fits matrimony upon me, do 
you fay ? Why, in truth, my 
friend^ not quite fo eafy as I had flatter- 
C 6 Hi^ 
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td myfelf it would. I had fiancied that if 
my wife fhould happen to be trouble- 
fome, her impertinence would not dii^ 
turb me ; but my Lady has learnt the 
art of making thofe hours which 1 
•hoped might have been tolerable^ not 
to be endured ; and entirely from her 
jealoufy on Kitty Lefter*^s account, 
whom I have not fcen fince I was mar- 
ried. The litttle flirt has jilted me, at 
the very moment when I thought my- 
felf fure of her. She was to have met 
.me the day before my exectHion-day^ and 
had fte kept her appointment, I fliould 
have moft probably fecured her. By fo 
doing I fliould have been, in fome mea- 
fure, confoledfor the' reproaches I re- 
ceive from my termagant for her fake. 
/ fhould have had a^ ibft^ kind' girl to 
retif e t^ whem my wife was- in her airs; 
Mddle*>j& wouU have had fom^fug 
-> <. . to 
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to quarrel with me about : but no^ 
her fufpicions are altx)gether groundlefs^. 
and I am perpetually upbraided for 
what I cannot do, becaufe the girl is 
out of my reach. Indeed, Charles, I 
never thought that I, with my fpirit, 
fliould have been fo much kept under 
by a woman, efpecially by a wife too, 
I imagined, indeed, that my thorough 
contempt for matrimony would have 
prevented norc from being aflfe<9:ed by 
any thing a wife could fay or do : but 
there is fomething in Lady Ann that 
baffles all my powers, in love or anger, 
I am no match for her at all. Yoa 
may queftion my veracity, perhaps, 
upon this occafion, but I am ferious : 
would to heaven I had no reafon to be 
io ! She is certainly,, a very extraordi-i 
nary charadter : flie is one of the fincfl 
figures in town^ and Iser wit is equal 
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to her beauty. She is tall^ fair^ and 
made quite in the large way. Her 
complexion is brilliant ; her iieck and 
bofom can hardly be equalled. Her 
eyes are full, and not fmall ; they are 
blue, and can exprefs, at times, very 
forcibly, the moft impalEoned tender* 
nefs, and the fierceft rage. . Her nofe, 
mouth, and chin are fo finely ihaped^ 
and give fuch a majeftic air to her face,, 
thatlhe feems born to command and con- 
quer all hearts. With the higheft idea 
of her own perfonal charms, and with 
the ftrongeft partiality to her own inr 
t^Uedtual accompliftiments, fhe look* 
upon every man who thinks any other 
woman fupportable, as a poor, mean, 
pitiful fellow, deflitute of tafte, with 
no life, no foul. — Not that I believe 
fliie is, at prefent, inclined to reduce 
me to the neceffity <rf fuing for a di- 
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vorce ; flie will, I am perfuaded, be con- 
ftant to me, if fhe can poffibly ima- 
gine that I am faithful to her: but 
firmly convinced that I keep Kitty, 
and that I am totally attached to her^ fhe 
fancies Ihe has a right, I am adtually 
of opinion, to make reprifals, ^nd would 
undoubtedly make them did not her 
inclination for me — (if Ihe does not 
love me I am extremely miftaken) 
hinder her from committing any vio^ 
lent indifcretions. How long Ihe will 
remain honeft I cannot fay : as all the 
paffion which I can throw into my looks,, 
words, and adtions, are infufEcient to af- 
fure her that I am true to her alone. Af- 
ter every the ihorteftabfence from her (he 
alks me, alarmed, a thoufand queftions„ 
and qparrels with mebecaufemy anfwers 
do not happen to prove agreeable to her* 
This behaviour is,, you mull own,^ very 
provoking 1 1 am fometimes^ iudeft.d^^v- 
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mulated to return iharp replies ; tbofe 
replies produce ftill Iharperoncs fronr 
her, and we grow exceedingly clamor* 
ous, wifhing each other foirly at the 
devil. Then, and only then, do I wife 
Kitty lifter in her place ; for let me pe- 
rifli if I could not be very we!l content- 
ed with Lady Ann, though flie Was not 
the woman of my choice, if ihe woi^ld 
let me alone. There is a delicacy in 
Kitty's make, and a genteelnefs in her 
manners more to my tafte. I will, how- 
ever, do Lady Ann the juftice to con- 
fcfs that Ihe is fuperior in perfon and 
in wit, if the former is to be valued for 
its fize, Jtnd the latter for its fatire. 
She is, in few words, too handfome for 
iHy peace and for her own. She ex- 
pels too much : (he cannot be happy 
tvithout engroffing admiration. Now 
with foch a violent' wonian how is if 

pofiibW 
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poffible to liv^ upon tolerable terms ? 
Thus you fe« that with the handfomcft, 
fondeft and faithfulleft wife in the 
world> wretclicdneft i^the lot of, ' 

your affcAionate friend; * 
£. Beaumont. 



L E T T E R XXXVm 
Mifd Lfis'pjiRto MI6 Gampde)?. 

MY mother, and Mr. GrindaU— 
. let me add too\ my eecilia— 
have prevallbd, I have promifed to 
give my hand- to Mr. Lawfon 2 but 
were I to tdl you how many times 
J have repettted finte, I (hould, I fear, 
confiderably leflen* the merit of my 
obmpliaace* They all feem to. be 

verY 
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very well acquainted with my feel- 
ings, for they hurry things ftrange- 
ly. However, it does not (ignify: 
the fooner it is done^ the fooner it will 
be oven 

Beaumont is married, and there is 
, nothing to wait for* I have as little joy 
in my bridal ornaments, as I Ihould have 
were .they my funeral ones : and, were 
I to chufe, I Ihould fincerely give the 
preference to the latter, could I lie down 
in peace and never think again. But 
you, my Cecilia, who know not the 
forrows of your unhappy friend,, why 
are you thus inclined to trifle with a 
heart which loves you, and which you 
love too, Mifs Camden, for all your 
afFeflted indifference ? Only refl^ a 
few moments on the uncertainty of 
every thing in this world, and how 

few 
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few people ever have it in their power to 
be happy ; and fince it is now fortunately 
in yours, do not lofe the lucky minute ; 
feize it, and make it your own for ever. 
Gladly— how gladly^ would I be in 
your place, ^ithout injuring you, my ^ 
friend ! without depriving you of your 
lover, whom I cannot even know-^ 
How gladly would I love Lawfon, as 
well as you do Charles ! This is a hap- 
pinefs which will, I fear, be' ever dc* 
•ied to your, 

fincerely affedionate, 

Kitty Lestze. 



L E T- 
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LETTER XXXVIIL ^ 
Mifs Camdin to Mifs Lestejl. 

MY dear, good girl,' how exceed- 
ingly am I rejoiced to hear that 
you have, at laft, determined to aft: 
with fo much difcretion ; to do the verjr 
wifeft thing on earth ; to marry Lawlbn 
who adores you, and to defpife that 
Beaumont, who meanly left youi for 
a woman of fuperior rank and fortune ; 
of who would, indeed, never have 
married you, becaufe you were defi^ 
cient in thofe empty nothings which 
cannot confer any real felicity. Beau- 
mont's * fortune was large enough for 
you both, and that which he gains 
by his wife will never recompenfe him 
for her ill humour. But to have done 

with 
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with him — May you be happy with the 
amiable Lawfon^ for I am told he well 
defcrves thai epithet. I hope, therefore, 
and I doubt not, you will, in a ihort 
time, find him pofleft of all thofe graces 
which Beaumont had, and all the virtues 
he wants. What woman in her fenfes, 
but yoUy child, would hefitate afingle 
moment whether (he ihould take the 
man who loved her, or the man whom 
Jhe loved ? With the man who is in* 
different about you, or who wavers be- 
tween you and another, can there be 
any fatisfadtion ? can there be any thing 
except doubts, fears, and diftradtlng 
jealoufies ? Not a ftiadow of felicity 
can Be expefted. On the other hand, 
when a man loves you, how different 
is the fcene ? You are admired, you are 
loved from morning to night ; you may 
have every thing you wifti for in a mo- 
ment ; 
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ment ; you may, at the fame time, be 
indifferent, negligent, capricious, in 
(hort you may do juft what you pleafe : 
your very failings will be fo many per- 
fedions, which will render you dearer 
and dearer to him every hour — ^Your' 
power isabfolute, and is not power the 
lirft wifli of every woman's heart ? You 
are, yourfelf, a proof of the truth of 
myaffertion: It was your want of po- 
wer over Beaumont to keep him to 
yourfelf which occafioned his defertion. 
Had he loved you in the degree I fpeak 
of,' he would not have left you for a 
dutchefs ; not if fhe had been as beau- 
tiful as an angel, and miftrefs of mil-* 
lions.. Who would not then, leave off 
iighing after fellows, and take him who 
lighs for her ? Do not offer to contra- 
didt me^ Kitty, for I know I am right. 
The man here by my fide, tells me fo 

every' 
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every moment; not indeed in thofc 
very words, , which are needlefs, but 
his looks and his motions are as fignifi- 
cant as the ftrongdft expreflions. 

You would perfuade me, now, I 
fuppofe, to take this man at his word, 
as foon as I am aiked by him ? But I - 
am too wary to behave in that manner : 
by fuch a behaviour I fhould, probably, 
lofehim for ever — Oh ! Kitty,Kitty \yim 
in love ^ — Yes, I believe you are; 
but you are exceedingly ignorant abdut 
the matter : if you had been lefs fo, you 
would have kept Beaumont from Lady 
Ann. However, as he is gone, never 
to be recalled, think no more of him ; 
ftew him all the contempt which he 
deferves ; marry Lawfon, and triumph 
over him in your turn, by enjoying all 
that his honefl: love can beftow upon 

you. 



48 7Z# Indiscrket CoMKscTtoH. 

you. This is my Advice*; andnow^as 
to yours, child, it is good for nothings 
No woman in her wics would take it. 
What ! tell the man I love him before 
he has made a declaration of his paflion } 
A pretty forward creature, you would 
have me furely, mdeed ! But I think, 
Kitty, I know better., A woman who 
would preferve her influence over the 
heart which Ihe has won, muft not be in 
too great a hurry to let her lover fee 
that ihe is fond of him : he would then 
imagine her quite at his fervice ; he 
Would grow carelefs, and indifferent, 
and not trouble his head whether he 
pleafed or difpleafed her* Befides, Ihc 
fliould, for his advantage, keep up the 
fpirit of the chace a little : half the 
pleafure is over when a man is certain 
that he is beloved ; while he is doubt* 
ful^ he always finds fomething to em- 
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ploy his mind, and to fill up his time. 
Sufpenee end anxiety are infinitely fer-^ 
viceable to a man, b fome iituations ; 
they keep \ip his fpifits, and whet his 
genius : they are particularly necefTary 
when he is making his addrefies to * 
woman ; they make him exert himfelf 
to be uleful and entertaining to her. 
And fo, my dear, as I propofe to make 
my friend Charles both agreeable and 
ufeful, J fliall not be in hafte to write 
to you w^ith any other name thaa 
that of 

Cecilia CAMSBi; 



VoL.ir. B L E T- 
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LETTER XXXIX. 

Mrs. Lest£r to Mrs. Saxby 

WELL! at laft, Heaven be praifed! 
the girl is married^ and gone 
home to Mr. Lawfon's, in Crooked- 
Lane. I ana glad I am well rid of 
her: I am fure (he may be happy if 
flie will. I bought very handfome 
doaths for her, and then her laces were 
as fine as thofe belonging to the Coun- 
tefs herfelf. To be fure her filks are 
all plain ; that is, I mean, fhe has no 
filver nor gold in them. Indeed, I 
would have had a little filver ftripe, or 
a leaf, or fome fuch thing ; but Mr. 
Grindall — he is a fl:range formal old 
Plan — would not hear of it: he faid 

' that 
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that any thing fo • extravagant was not 
gt for the wife of a man of bufinefs. 

■'^ Why, what do you mean, Mr* 
Grindall ? faid I ; what do you mean ? 
Is not Mr. Lawfon a merchant ?'* 

**Well, anfwered he, pettiflily, zni 
is not a merchant a man of bufinefs ? 
No fuch fine things ought to be wora 
by any people in bufinefs.** 

I thou^t the old fellow would have 
made me mad. ^* Why, furely, Mr* 
Grindall, faid I, my daughter does 
not do any bufineft, therefore Ihe majr 
wear what fhepleafes/' 

*^ No, Madam, replied he, flic may 
not : ftie ought to fuit herfelf to her 
hufbapd's circumftauces/" 

Da ^* C— A 
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^« G— d defend Me ! cried I, quke 
weary with bekig everlaflingly eoti- 
tradided ; have you not told me your- 
fclf, a hundred thnteJ, Mr. Orlrtdall, 
that Mr. Lawfon iptras in affluent cir< 
• cumftances? My d^ghtet never fliould' 
have married him if he was not. We 
would have had nothing to do with 
hlm^ if he had not been worth a great 
deal of money." 

** If he wa$ worth a million. Ma* 
dam, anfwered he, and ftill followed 
bufineft, his wife Ihould drefs fuita- 
bly to her iituation ; like a creditable 
merchant's wife, and not like a wo« 
jnan of quality.*' 

*^ Don't tell me. Sir, faid I, mon- 
ftroufly provoked at his nonfenfe, a 
woman who has always money at her 

com- 
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command, may drcfs how Ihc plcafes* 
A long purfe is the thing, Mr, Grindall ; 
let people go as they can afford to go, 
I fay — I have feen many ragged coun- 
t^fles with gold and filver/^ 

" They were wrong then, upd & 
were their huibahds to fuffer them to 
^ppev wi^ Co iQuck impropriety, 
^eepk <9f f9QJIi^i ind^^ have parjdcji]»r 
j^iyiUlifg^i fhi^y m^y ^f^ how irhef 
win J «wry bo4y TwoSws wfe» shfy SKt ; 

.4&y fill^lsM#y in tjieif app^^raA^e ; bttt 
fneqiiiiir^, wbo fbltow any jivcra- 
tiye ptoUS^B Gf who are geiidiig mo« 
ney either with their heads or dieir 
hands, muft not put themfelves upon a 
footing with the nobility aad geotry/' 

Da ^^Pihaw! 
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" Pfhaw f cried I, how you talk» 
What fignifies what people are, if they 
have but money ; that will commaad 
every thing, I warrant you j and if f 
Jiid in a duft cart, and could afford to 
drefs like a dutchefs, I would, if I lik- 
ed it.- 

*• You might. Madam, but you 
Woutd mak^ yourfelf exceedingly ri- 
diculous by fo doing ; you would only 
be laughed at wherever you went^ fdr 
fpending your money like a fool. 
Would you not ad more prudently 
jro keep your money in your pocket, 
and drefs in fuch a manner 16 to fecuie 
general refpe^ ?'* 

" Nay now, Mr. Grindall,. I am 
fure you are very much out, faid I ; for 
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the fineft cloaths will always command 
the greateft refpea,'* 

^* No, indeed, replied he, they will 
not, when they are worn by thofe 
who liaVie no'pretenfioM ta them, they 
then excite nothing biu contempt. It 
\% propriety in drefsy converfation, and 
behaviour, which ean> alone, r^ndef 
ptople truly refpedable : whenevei 
•tliey app^r> or aft, out of chara<ftery 
they become defpicable*. What are 
boiiours, what are titles, biit to digr 
nify, aadtadiftinguUh thofe who have 
" merited them by their ovm aftions, or 
who defcend fBom illuftrious anceftors^? 
Every upftart who having by accident, 
or perhaps indufbry, got a little moneyi 
pretends to vie with people of family 
aild fortune, expofes himfelf to ridi- 
cule, and cannot be too. imactly fatin 
D 4 rlz^dl 
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sized, Tbere are bur tno iHoaqr iif 
rhr.e aumrd tbika ixt die wmkL; lir. 
I-a\v:bn, I hope, will ms^er £acres& 
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run 00 J «^ ifctf 
aiul J cpiBis Goc q£ 
sbioglaaU ^ bad i&r 
ttpott iwB: be wobU nqt tdtkr th^ 

i»har drndis even ckoogjk lir. I^nr- 
Im itad p^en facr a iec of porls— rGkrn- 
itafl Icolded Um well £E)r k, but lie 
woo^c mmd dut : hebagood-MOucdy 
P^^^ jrottf^ fidkwr, and vaftly food 
^ Kkijr^ who has been fool enoi^ 
t^eiry bar ejrei ogt about BeauoKMir. 

''RtdicuUnifiiaulItober; pray let 
^* fctvt none of your whintng after 

fellows i 
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fellows ; you cm blame nobody but 
yourfelf ; had you been artful enough 
to have kept Beaumont when you had 
got him, he would have been your's 
at this time — ^but that is all o?en Mr^ 
Lawfon is as young, and as handfom^ 
and as good-humoured as Mr. Beau- 
mont; you have only miffed being 
a countefs, child, that*s all/^ 

So I talk to her, but fee only erie^, 
and takes on ; though flie will be, ta 
before, reconciled in time. One young 
fellow is as well as another, for aught 
I fee, and fo ihe will find it when (he 
is a little older and wifer: but thefe 
girls are pcrverfe creatures, there is 
no perfuading them to liflen to reafozr, 
any more dian old Grindall— In ihort^ 
rery old and very young people are 
alvrays very abfurd, and h^-firong: 
D 5 j^c^ 
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people only in the middle ftate of life^ 
are capable of adingwithanydifcretion.^ 

1 fliali be Yallly glad to fee you, m j 
dear Saxby, when you come to town^. 
and aai> 

your fincere friend^ 

and luimble fecvant. 
. C. Le&ter. 
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Mrs. Lawson to Mifs Camden. 

I THANK you, my dear Cecilia,, 
• for your kind congratplations ; I 
,take them, as you meant them, as the 
oycrflowings of your friendly hearif* 
You rejjwce^, becaufe yo\i fuppofe me 
. \., poffeft 
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pofleft of every thing to make me hap* 
py : but how different are appearances 
from realities ! I am wretched becaufe 
I iam too fondly beloved— In the midft 
of affluence, I feel the greateft of all 
wants upon earth, the want of con* 
lentment. 

Oh Cecy, Cecy t could I but re^ 
eall the hours we pafled in harmlefs 
mfancy together, at Mrs. D — 's ! Un- 
acquainted %vith evils, we then follow- 
ed, without repugnance, the precepts 
of thofe whom we believed both wifer 
and better than ourfelves. Yet we 
were cruelly miftaken, my dear— That 
our inftrudtors were our fuperiors in 
knowledge, is indifputable, but whether 
knowledge is really an advantage, I 
have many doubts ; 1 am fure that wy 
knowledge has ever been attended with 
laoh^pinefs. Had I never been takeoi 
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ftom fchool ; had I never feen the World 
or Beaumpnt— 

^ I am doomed to laQguifh out tjie 
femainder of my life in tmaviuling for* 
row. Yet at this very moment^ la 
fpite of my complaints, I am con* 
vinced that I have no reafon to complain.. 
1 feel that my behaviour is tmgratefuU 
I have tried — nobody can tell how fin* 
cetely I have tried — to msJce a changjs^ 
id my fentiments, but all to no pur- 
pofe. However, I hope that Mr. Law- 
fon does not think me the wretch I 
am. As- for him, I would not willingr 
ly wound his heart, knowing how much 
it doats on me ; yet I cannot chear it 
vith the fmiles of teoder gratitude 
li^rhile my own has no ffiare in its feel- 
ings.. To tell you that I loath the 
perfen who is every hour fiudying t» 
msHui file lictt, would be to declare 

jaayfelf 
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myfelf ungrateful and cruel; bujt I 
cannot, without uttering a falfliood, 
tell you that I lore him, that I ever 
/hall love him. Let me, however, do 
him an Ae jufticc in my power ; let 
me tell you that he is amiable in hii^ 
perfoD, and refined in hi» manners; 
$tnd that he has a noble generoiity oi 
mind which would adorn a title—* 
(What had I ever to do with peopfp 
above nje!) Let me tell you, that he 
fpends his whole time in ffriving to 
pleafe, to amufe me, in confidering 
what will be moft likely to promote my 
felicity. My difcontent is but tOK> 
vifible, through all my endeavours to 
conceal it ; yet he will not fee it : he 
kindly and purpofely overlooks what 
muil make m? appear a moff unworthy 
tbjeft in his eyes. I really am a mim- 
fer in my owa. Whea I add to idt 

this 
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this, that he fuppreffes even his fondnefi^, 
feft it Ihould be impertinent or dif- 
gufting to me^ will you not confefs 
-with me, that few men. are equal to 
him ? Will you not own that Lawfon 
is a pcrfedt charafter, and that Beau- 
mont is a compound of cruel inconfif- 
tencies ? And yet my infatuated heart 
can never acknowledge any other man. 
for its lordi^ 

And now, my dfearMifs Camden, af^ 
ter having fo frankly confefled myfelf 
to be fo defpicable a wretch, can you 
•any longer look upon me as deferving 
cf your friendlhip and affedion ? Pity 
me, however, my dear, good girl, and 
continue to permit me to unbofom my- 
felf freely to you — ^You cannot, unlefs 
you were in my fituation, conceive how 
■auch I am eafcd.by pouring out my 

forrows 



ibrrow* thus to a fincere friend, by 
venting my griefs thijs to the only peF- 
fon to whom I dare mention them. 
Glad jho^ld I be, my dear Cecilia^ 
if you' wottld condefcend vo make me^ 
vifit of a week or two- r but how can I 
folicit yoD, wh^ breath the pureft air, 
to come and fliut yourfelf up in a nar- 
row, clofe lane in the city, full of the 
moft noxious fmells? When I think 
of the place in: which I Kve> and on 
the variety of trades-peepie round us, 
every one of them* contributing to poi- 
fim the neighbourhood, I am aftually 
furprized that one can exift at all. Moft 
happy ihould I be if the unwholfome ahr 
I breathe, would; put a fpeedy termina- 
tion to my diftrefs 2 but Mr* Lawfon takes 
fo much care of me, that I fear I fliall 
linger out a long while — Yet why da*I 
&ut complam ? why do Lquarrel with 

what 
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what would make dioufands fijpreme* 
ty bleft ? I have a roomy hoi|fe, hqind^ 
fomely furniihed ; I have good €lpath9> 
plenty of money, and a moft agreeable 
afieftionate hufband ; and yet, as everjr 
thing about me is totally different from 
t^e ideas which I had formed of feti- 
city, I find it very hard indeed to b^^r 
my fituation* 

Mr* Grindall, who is, I believe, a 
Yerygood man, and mean& well, ieems 
^ be plea&d with having fettled me fo 
advantagequfly, an4 applauds hinrifelf 
for his work. He called .to fee me the 
other day, and wi?h a fmile of felf-fatis- 
f^dipn, faid, lopSing round him, *' I 
*m gtad, my ^w child, tp fee you 
^ttited in fo 9P«fprtftbie d maa-^ 

What 
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What a miftake in the words > He 
faid comfortably^ I would have had \t 
elegantly. How differently fhould I have 
been fituated with Mr. Beaumont ! 
How different ft Grooked-Lane from 
BerliJe^Square ! What a crowd of c<mi- 
veaieacegarie here, but what a bafba« 
rous wajnt of tafte ! What company 
ure my dry neighbours ! fo K\Sy ^nd fo 
proud, and lb ovcr-drefi i I'heir whote 
^onverfation 4s about things to whick 
•I jam an litter l|ranger ; things with 
whicb, imked, I never wilfa to be ac- 
quainted, &) unentertaining, i^ very 
fiupid are diey \a my opinion. Could 
I look «ipon Mr. Lawfon in the l^ht 
he deierves, with him alon^ I migkt 
be happy : but Beaumont has for evec 
excluded all other men from my regard, 
WvAxhimy however, in fplendidapa^rt>- 
mencs, furtounded with gay and ekgaiit 

companions^ 
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companions, I might have been neg- 
lefted, and treated with cold contempt, 
with" heart- wounding indifference — I 
might have been left by him for a new 
.<mi(lrefs ; left by him, and defpifed by all 
.his family— I am, therefore, fully la- 
.tisfied that I ought to be contented with 
my lot, nay thankful for my good for* 
tune : but we cannot new-make oucr 
- felyes. Had I always lived in this pact 
j^f the town, and converfed tvith peo? 
pie of this kind, they would not apr 
-pear fo difgufting to me : but the dif- 
ference between the eaft and the weft 
•end of the town is too great not to make 
aidcep impreffionupon ihe^ Why was 
•j(:eVef acquainted with the manners .of 
•the Ifitter ? My father w^s ; a citizen^ 
and in trade ; why was I not always 
educat<sd in a way fuitabl'e to the ob- 
icurity of my biitb, and to the pporneft 
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of my expedtations ? My mother's pride 
has, 1 fear, ruined me for ever ! The 
indiiference which Ihe has difcovered 
about my peace, and her eagernefe to 
get me tnarried to any body, have not 
a little cotttributed to increafe my vm- 
cafiuefe. 

Write to me, my dear Cecilia,- and 
fay ibmething to me to make mc appear 
at leaft reconcikd to my fate — I never 
ifhall, I am afraid, be able to fubfcribe 
•myfelf your happy ^ though I (ball ever 
remain 

your fincerely affedionate frlen4, : 

C. Lawson* 



LET- 
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LETTER XLI. 

Miis Campsn to Mrs. Lawsok. 

YOU bid me write to ypu^ my 
dear Kitty : but what can I iay tp 
fuch a poor wayward creature, who is 
injObnfible of her qwvl h^pinefs ; who> 
accpirding to her own account, can 
ncycr t>e happy ? You complain of a 
great want of tafU ^mong the people 
with ^om you now afifoci^t^t^ ^ut 
(urely there is a confiderable want of 
tafte in yourfelf alfo, if you cannot re-» 
lifli dieftation of life in which you are 
placed — Did you think like the neigh- 
bours whom you defpife, you would be 
as happy as they are— Inftead of being 
objefts of contempt, they are rather 
objefts of envy. How infinitely more 
- ' fatisficd 
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fatisiicd with your lot would you be if 
ydu thought like them J 

Talk to ite no more about the bar* 
Barous want of tafle in a houfe which 
h, you allow, roomy and convenient* 
What would you defire more than 
plenty and cafe? Leave iafie to thofe 
who are weak enough to afiedt: to de- 
fpife the folid fatisfaftions of life, and 
team to enjoy thofe with which you ar« 
bieiled; with gratitude. 

Indeed, Kitty, with fuch a man as^ 
you dcfcribe Mr. Lawfon, it is almoft 
inlpoffible for a woman, unlefs ihe is 
ftrongly prepoflefled in favour of z Beau- 
mont, to be unhappy. Pardon me, mjj 
dear, for faying that you, by declaring 
yourfelf to be fo unhappy, difcover a 
very depraved mind. Is there no way to 

cute 
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cure you of this unfortunate attachment 

to a man who fo little deferves it ? who 

ought never to be thought of, indeed,' 

by you I Is there no way to make you 

fee him in his true colours ; to fee him 

zs he really is; to ipake you deteft 

him ? Fye^ my dear Mrs. Lavvibn ! it 

is not only your duty, it is your 

interefl, which calls upon you to exert 

u little firmnefs upon fo important an 

•tjccafion. Exert yourieif, or you will 

be undone 1 I cannot imagine how it 

is poflible for a woman, with a virtuous 

fiuind, to be violently attached to a man 

with principles diametrically oppofite 

to kers. I think I am as fond of 

Charles — though he does not know my 

fgndnefs for him — as any woman ought 

-to be ; and yet wece i to deteft him in 

^ny vicious, or ridiculous proceedings, 

1 Ihould immediately Arow him from 

me 
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Me for ever ; I ihould not be able to 
endure him, after I had found him un^ 
worthy of my love. Exert yourfelf, 
therefore, I fay agaiii ; place the fauks 
of one man, and the virtues of the 
other, in dppofition to each other, be- 
fore your eyes, and you mwft certainly^' 
io time, not only acknowledge the fu- 
perior merit of your hulband, hut efteem 
ham, and love him for it. Beiides^ you 
at prefent fee every .thing in a very falfe 
light : dazzled by the f[>lendor of Lord 
Beaumont's ftyle of life, and difgufled 
by your fudden xemoval from the plea- 
furable to the bufy part of the town, 
you do oot ^ve yonrfelf time to confi- 
•4er, that the parade of high life is as 
empty as it is tirefome, and that the life 
you lead is far better calculated to make 
you happy. Noify and fliowy amufe- 
raents, continually purliied, foon pro- 
duce 
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duce fatiety ; they can, indeed, pleafe 
thofe only who have very trifliAg pro- 
pcnlities. Convenience and eafe, with 
a mind properly difpofed to enjoy them, 
are the only lading bleffings in life: 
thefe bleffings you defpife^ becaufe 
they are within your reach, and (igh 
for pleafures which you cannnot arrive 
at ; whith would foon be flighted, were 
they as much within jrour power as 
you wifti them to be — ^How many wo- 
men, in your condition, would think, 
would feel themfelves the happieft of 
their fex ? Make ufe of your reafon, 
therefore, my dear Kitty ; a proper ex- 
ercifeof /;&fl/, and timey will, I dare be* 
lieve, reftore you to your wonted tran- 
quility* Ccnfider, alfo, \iO\t much 
more mortified you would have been, 
had Beaumont married you : fevcrely 
mortified^ you furcly would have beei 

I 



to be treated with the utmoft contempt 
by bis family, and to behold him treat- 
^ in thetkout meaner pn jof r account. 
Could aH the pomp in the world make 
yoiMMwk$or hairioc;ifakir:«d;a.]raung 
man from his, duty, from his family^ 
to retuidi^ him contemptible in their 
eyes, and ta hif own? Beflfcd upoiff 
tius, my de^rfpA^ and c^jcfee that^fmi 
have jeibaped fuck faumiliai&qgieBfttiQm* 
Yoaiuure reafoa to i>e happy j IibopCf 
ri wr efo rc, that you will fooii tell me 
you ase &• 

I am, as ufual^ 

<rer yours. 



TaL.il. t LET- 
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LETTER XLIL 
. Mrs.'Lxwso^to Mifs Camd&h. : 

' - ■ Richmond. 

YOUR letter, my ckar GecHia, 
though fome parts of it yver^ 
vcrjrf.fevere^ has had the defired effed: 
iiponthie,; it has made me fenfible of 
the abfurdity of my wiflies, and it hai 
excited me to endeavour to .make ufe 
of my reafon. 

Mr. Lawfon, who is all conEderadon 
for ipe^-findingthat my health declined, 
and fiancying that the clofenefs of our 
fituation might not agree with me, hired 
a fmall houfe at Richmond, where I am 

to flay all the fummer« He is to come 
-r down 
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-down when his bufinefs will permit 
htm. I like this fcheme vaftly. 

Our houfe h€fre' is fmall, but it is 
very pleafant, and in a very pure tir t- 
there is a little! garden t6 it, and ^very 
thing is quite agreeable about it. The 
neighbourhood is genteel ; there are 
fome odd people, indeed, every where ; 
but the gardens,' tlie play*-houfc, and 
the company ift general, make the place 
chearful : «iry j^kice muft be preferable 
to that in which we lived in town. Mr. 
Lawfoii begins to think as I do, and 
feems extremely pleafed that he has 
met with & pleafant a retreat forme. 

I have been here but a week ; I have 
made fome acquaintance, hoWever, al- 
ready, fo that I dare fay I ihall not 
find i;he time hang upon my hands, eve» 
Ea when 
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wbc&Mr. Lawfoa caanot come down* 
In (horty I DOW live and bicatfae agui 
out of that odious Lane, and fiancy I 
ihaU seoQver my hcakkaadfpirita. 

. 1 have heard, fiDce my arrival, ibroe- 
^bipg that will pleaie^^, C^cy, ^^ U ' 
^^^i I hope, tend to cure me of my 
infarnarion — I have heard that Beau* 
montand Lady Ann do not agree at 
^ » that they are, indeed, very unr 
*>»^PPy^ Now you kaow^ if he 
^*"^^ ^gree with a woman who was 
every thing he and his family could 
wifli^ he would certadnly have been 

n^abable with «, I am better there, 
fore as I am» 

I wUh you would come and fpend 
« wee^ ^r two with me--HQwde- 



Tbi Indiscrht Cohnkctioh. 77 

righted I fliQuld be to talk over our 
happy days at Mrs. D— - — '&! 

In Continmtion^ 

I have juft received a tifit from 1^* 
Grlndall-^To my ao finalY forprife be 
*ppear0d to be very 'much di(]4e<(b3 
with my pvefenc fitMlioa^. It W hai^ 
. Cecilia, to find fomething to di%uft and 
pW'^taeeret of dJiifceit wttfi lifo^everyr 
Wh^. I *was begtnhiftg to be cfeiU 
tenttd,. and now he wjan^to toike me 
Hfteafy.^ 

" He opened the converfation by iSyii^ 
that he was fotry to fee I had found it 
ncceflSry to remove to fuch ^ diffance 
from Mr. Lawlbn's houfe in town, a) 
I muft either live feparated from my 
hulband, or pat him to the grcateli'in- 
E 2 conveniem^ 
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convenience* " He muft cither negleft 
his bufineft, continued he, or leave it 
to the care of others, if he comes down, 
to vou." 

I coloured, and looked foollih^ I 
wa» vexed to be chid for nothing. I 
was alfo forry to have Mr. Lawfoa 
blamed for his kindnefs to me. 

I told him, that we had not taken 
the houfe at Richmond with any .de6gn 
to be feparated ; adding, that I hoped 
Mr. Lawfon^s bufinefs would not be 
injured by his generous proceeding, as 
lie "had taken the houfe entirely on ac- 
count of my health, which had been very 
much impaired by the clofenefs of the 
city. 

- /* YotJ might have pitched upon a 
'place in a very wholefome fituation, faid 
^ he. 
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he> a few miles from London, and 
then Mr. Lawfon might ha^e come 
down to you of an evening when his 
bufinefs 'was done. I do not think 
that a married woman confults her ia- 
tereft wbcn ftve encourages afeparation, 
which muft be the cafe when ihe and 
her hufband live in different houfes. 
You certainly muft know that bufinefs 
cannot be carried on widiouta conftantr 
application, and thsu: thofc who fol- 
low, it Ihould always be upon the fpot*. 
Whs^ occafioa has Nfr. Lawfoa foe a 
wife if Ihe is not to live with him ? She 
ought not to be fo extravagant as to de- 
fire hioQi t(> hire other people to do what 
Be can ,do himfelf^ that he may fit 
idle with her ather country-houfe.'' 

I made little^ or no reply to this 

Speech : I thought it. beft to be upon 

E. 4 my 
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my guard, kft I fhouM be tempted 
to fay fomcthing to draw a more iit 
natured anfwer from him — I was hurt, 
however, by the proofs he had given 
mc of his difapprobation, and as foon as 
he left me, I bnrft into tears. My 
fpirits are flill, at times, cxceflhely 
low# 

When Mr. Lawftm came home, he 
exprdled the moft affectionate concern 
at my uneafinefs, and difcovered a 
great diilike to Mr. Grindall, for having 
fpoken fa freely to me ; afluring me, 
thjit I ihould always live where I plea* 
'Wf and m what naannerl pfeaibd : ad- 
<«5ng. that inAead of neglefting his bo- 
^fa. he would apply with more t^- 
^jjrthan ever, that he might be able, 
^fig hi* fortune, to ftirniih 
W kitty wifch every thing (he 

I wiU 
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Iwiirconfefs I could not help beihg 
delighted with this new proof of hi$ 
tenderoefs ; and I difcovered fo much, 
iotisiadtioh at ittHet hetold m^hel^d 
never known what real happinefs was 
tell that moment; -Let me, therefore, 
intreat jnou, my - deal: MJfe Gamdefr, 
tio think of vifitibg . 

your aBedonEtfi^ 

C LAwsoii] 

P. S.. When I repeated my invitation 
I did not confider how Httle reafoa I 
had to.expea your compliance with it ; 
You caanot^ I fuppofej^, think of icayiog, 
your Charles^ 



£:5' - --L\ft«i^, 
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Camdem to Mrs. hi 



^■^lOCGH you do noi 
^ jpM b^ir from me co 
Im I am JT:ud jou will n( 
f4r«3ctt to line n^e of Mr. 
CfK9)W, laii:: rei:ard to j'ou 
K^fei. I Bv>r V nly think lik< 
olH MiAj V. : !o I am convir 
U:t 1 4».b ^x* confcquences w 
<<crt:p4td tt.< penetraticn — Pe 
^ * •ppfehci.tive, as you wei 
mf^^trtl by what he hadfaid, 
xvhehTimj. you by a conrin 

hi* olyc^tioas to your Ricli 
ircttt. 
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opportunity to any other man to throw 
himfelf in her way: when her huf- 
band is not fo, agreeable to her as ihe 
wiihes him, ihe is in a dangerous iitua- 
tion.— Take care, Kitty ! you are ia 
fuch a fituation,. and you inay be ren- 
dered ipiferable by it for ev^. You 
may i^^ indeedy. as happy as any wo- 
man can expeft; to be, if you will. If 
you cannot love Mr. Lawfpn, fup- 
pofing him to be the man you have 
defcribed him, you defer ve not — I was 
. going to fay — to be happy. 

I thank you for your invitation, but 
cannot' accept of if'; not,, however, on. 
Charles's account, .' for I really think 
that a feparation between us might 
be of fome fervice, at prefent, to us 
both, as we do not feem te be qfaite 
happy *> together, ibecauie we del li^t 
E 6 know 
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kiKnv whether we could fopport an 
abfence. Hewill^ I beliere^ itiaketb 
e^tceTlent hufbftn^; he feems 1k> i)c fi> 
fofty fofupple, fo eifity to be ied to 
any thing. Yet w^e he ittafried^ be 
would, perhapsj change his hiuitoiir 
entirely — Men are as caprictous as we 
are^ Kitty, thoi^ they do not think 
fc. I am^ indeedy of opkdon that a 
little caprice is very neceflSry m kecj^ 
us Tipon a par with feme of tbem^ |>ro- 
vided wc do not carry it to improper 
lengths. 'Tis a nice pomt to ttiattage^ 
you know. 

My fadier has bad a return of Hs 
gottt^ which will not permit nEte to^ 
leave Wm : but if I had no Jucii jwfli- 
*fiable apoktgy to urge for buying at 
home^ 'I< would not coihe to ke^pj^ft^ 
ar Kkbiwod^ ift^ ^1 thiifk ^u -^^ht 



to be iri CrooiDedvLai& If l^weremar- 
rted^ Kitty^ 1 trould not, <Ai any ac- 
count^ kavc m^ hofband^ tsft be fhould^ 
availing Um&lf of Itty eSLdinrpk^ laavfc 
^iw. Mr. Lawftto a»y, jiJft now, be 
C^^l^b^icfd to find you receive plea- 
fure from any thing he can fay or do; 
%»€ Ite may, by -aud by, fee diiiigS Tir 
a very different light, and blame you, 
poffibly, fdr havibg (b feadity accepted 
of bis offer of a houfc in the country, 
where ybu ctfuW not, ycnaJalbw, have 
fo much of bis company, as if you 
temained ia Lcxidcm,, I wtU not, there- ^ 
fore, by ccnmng to iRkhmotid, ton- 
tribme to your continttance tikete^^ 
You may five to repent of your kidif* 
weet chdice. ^fides, I iball be mud& 
too giddjr for you jfuft nfeyvf^^I <ihu& 
father lo wdte ^ you, tbte talk to 
yt^ cltidMftfMt btitfitfe^^^db^j^tri. 
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as I am, to Corred a grave, Ibbcr ma*- 
tron, as you are : but I can fay any 
thing, at any time, with my pen, and 
fo I continue to fubfcribe myfdf,. 

moft aflfedionately your*s-. 



LETTER XLIV.. 
Mr. B£A.UM0NT to Mr.. Foley;. 

LADY Ann grows intolerable. She 
is the vaineft,. the proudeft, the 
jnofl inconfiflent of women. How fin:- 
xereJy do I repent , of my marriage 
with her! There is no fuch thing as 
getting rid of her ; Ihe follows me like 
.my.fliadowi; ihe abfol\it^Iy haunts me. 
.There j«j iio». manof faftipoj I believe,: 
g, feea. 
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feen fo much with his wife as I am ; 
but it is no^ my fault : I never would' 
come near her, I affure you, if I could 
help it ; ihe is pretty fure of that by 
this time, and therefore purfues me 
wherever I go, not to pleafe berfelfy but 
to phigue me^ Had I taken Kitty Letter 
now, I could have moulded her to my 
humour ; but my family-pride put a 
curb upon my inclination^ and promptr 
ed me to marry, like a curfed foolv a 
woman, becaufe ihe had birth, beauty, 
and fortune^ to gratify my warmeft 
wiflies ; and becaufe I dreaded: the clar 
morous reproaches of apackbf haughr 
ty relations^ I have united myfelf to 
the verieft tyrant in petticoats that 
ever exifted. 

Kitty is married, I hear, and to the 
maawhom Ihe fo miich^diflikjd/fo 
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tEat we are both unha]>p7; we hat^ 
both, I fuppofe, facrificc^ ourfelves to 
Igold. I curfe myfelf for a mean-fjnrked 
fellow, as much as I curfe my Wife ;. 
but thete is. na remedy for me, imlefii 
I could eatch her kdyihip naking^ 
iierfelf amends for my indtfierence m 
the arms of fome fccHHidreL--*-4LJt)fbr<- 
lutiateiy, (he is too fond of me at pre*- 
ibnt to gite me any encoxiragtag hopesi^ 
Yet I ihould not be exceedingly pleafed 
neither, to have the womaA^ who bad 
fo tenderly loved me, take tip witfc 
the firft low impudent feUow'whir 
comes in her way» The hufband^ upoo; 
fuch occafions, is alwa3rs moft i^nge^ 
iy Ibandalized, when the wife, in fa<^^ 
is only to be C(Hidemned. 1 4Km\ like 
it — I like nodiing juft now» 

' • • • 

XwaigfAng^^^pend ^ few days ar 
Q$mk with Lord Hilton — Any where 

ta 
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to be out of the way of my wife, at 
prefeiit. Poffibly, ihe will think;! 
am gone to a girl. Let her: if Ihe 
fufpcifkB me without reafoh^ I ought 
ta puni(h her by realisting ber appre* 
kenfions* 

-. . >AdI*u«' 

£4cBxKirM0irT« 

-«'i.4j £.i i.A^j^:: i>i.^y .i.li^ ...y... . ., 

INDEBt), «iy €b<^, «^!%*^tK)llltite 
fdt five ^ l]te^ tn^ w^ ybu tbr 
imy iliii%; Ii^fl»Uld{mll y^^ibac ^^wir 

hA letter ww too l(eu)^ri. *i wia^ft 

goihgrto b& recondkfd, .a Ib&e^ taracf 

mzy o£ iifbi aad j^oa )U\:e put me 

• quite 



9« Tbi Indiscreet Connictioit. 

quite out of conceit with it — Are yon 
not unkind, my dear ? 

I cannot be b(your opinion^ and Mr. 
Gtindall's, withi regard to my fitua- 
tion ; and while Mr. Lawfoo fcems 
pleafed with it, 1 ftiufi think I have 
fome merit in being pleafed with it 
alfo^ Befides, I muft beg leave to dif- 
. f er alfo from you» with regard to the 
neceffity there is for a woman alwayi 
to be with her hufband. Jt has not 
only been r long-received opinion, but 
I believe it is a certain truth, that men 
are fond of variety, and if fo, to cloy 
them with our conapaBy is to a^ 
very Jndifcr^tly, and lit may yet be 
dangerous to keep them at too great 
% diftance. . I fliall therefore, I hope; 
keep the happy medium* Mr. Lawfoi}^ 
by being • ibraetimes. feparated frohi 

• me> 
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me, will, I think, return to me with 
new pleafure — However that may be, 
I know I find myfelf better here ; fo 
much better, indeed, that Mr. Lawfon 
tells rne, I grow handfomer and hand^ 
ibmer every day. There is encourage- 
ment for us both to purfue a plan whicb 
has been of fo much advantage to us^ 
To make my fituation here addition- 
ally agreeable, the gardens here are 
fo pleafant, that I wander in them for 
te>urs^ and think over paft fcenes with 
more tranquility^ than I ever expeded 
to feel. 

Mr. Lawfon feems quite pleafed to 
fee me more chearful than I was 19 
town ; he tells me that he can manage 
his bufinefs, and yet come down fre- 
quently, with great eafe. He giv^ 

me 
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mc much plea(fure by faying fo, as I 
find many agreeable people here, more 
fiiitable to my tafte, than thofe ftiff 
people in our Laney who were fo proud, 
of I never could tell what, that I w^sif 
never eafy in their oompaoy: where 
people are haughty, and afiinmng, 
tfieve can be no (attifa^lidii in their 
ibciety. I eoutd find a great dMl of 
Ibeiecy here^ w«re I but abie td bkt 
It pArticokr cktutnftance iroin my me^ 
hiory ; my endeavours to forget it 
fcavr hitherto btenirtfuccefsfifl. "Rme^ 
I fancy, will have more efie£b'than 
any thing I can do ; to which I may 
Wd^<?«r coflipttny, if you would ittvtnii: 
tee with it; but that is not, I fee, to 
%t eipeded, unlefs a certaia gentleman 
could be of your party — ^Trll that day 
iriives, I muft be content with onljr 

your 
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jour letters, which wUi be ever highly 
acceptable te y<mr 

fiocerely afie^ionate, 
C.Lawsok# 



LiiTTER XLVL 
Mr. Beaumont to Mn Foley. 

JUST returned from a rencontre with 
my favourite Kitty, once Kitty 
Lefler, now Kitty Lawfon — Curfe on 
l;he Q^nie — And yet it may be of iervice 
|o me iOi ^^ ^^^* W^ pi^nnot marry 
now, but we can love— Marrying, yoij 
know, was never my tafte: though 
I have gone through the ceremony once, 
they fliall never get me to go throujfh 
it a fecond time — Gefides, Kate is mar* 

ried 




Z laid jBrorr:^ If 1 :=ar -Bk - f^i'^ , mr 
vjwer "31 fr^ HIT Tii.uL&r iggamfr^Tgrr 
'grrtf*! iJC'iinncr» jciuus^ aar jojr ie* 

miur ^jp-BLsmsur* irmr L*aD4 EEL- 

i rum ia :iic g:suez& lagreaij. 
becsutc E was s oc hafe ofti 



We fboad die gtrdss faO of 



Paffioc 
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Faffing through a little groupe of 
women who had only one man with 
them, I recognized Kitty;, my pretty 
Kitty, more frelh and blooming than 
cvec 

I fixed my eager eyes on her. She 
knew me inftantly ; the rofes forfook 
her cheeks. She flarted, and fe'emed 
ready to fcream ; (he recovered herfelf, 
however, and then, with a languifhing 
bluih averted her head. 

I would have turned, and followed 
her, but I thought that her hufband 
eyed me. He looked like a knowing- 
one. He is a pretty, clean-limbed 
young fellow, but Kitty's heart is ftill 
mine, or I am much miftaken. Her 
emotions ftrongly marked her feelings. 
I thought we fliould have met again ; 

fee 
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ftie hzd, howerer^ eidier qqitted the 
walk, or the thickeniDg crowd conceal** 
ed her from my fight* 

I {laid till it was juft dark ; addzi^ 
zliog ihower began to fall^ and hurried 
every female out of the g^rdeas, ot to 
a ihcltered feat-*^ae of them Icutding 
■ by to gain the cofrert of an afeove^ hapn 
pened to catch Bbdcwood's eye ; he 
dragged mein purfuk after her. The 
firftobjea which. ftrack mewasKltt)^ 
and — ^without her tyrant. 

She fiartedy a fecond time, at Ay 
near approach^ and k)oked as if flie 
thought it was her duty' to avoid me^ 
but knew fioc bow. She is a noviceit 
^^ prefcnt, in thefe matters— She could 
wither fly nor hide* Putting on^ 
^^efore>a.gopd.affurance, I advanced, 

and 
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tnd boldly feizing her hand, detained 
it with a gentle preflTure, while laiked 
lier a few ^nfignlficaot queftions after 
her health, &c. Sec. queftions which did 
neither good nor harm ; they only 
favoured me with an opportunity to 
gaze on her improved features, and to 
•enjoy a confufion which gave her, in 
xny opinion, new beauties. She firug- 
gled, however, to get from me, and, 
turning her face afide, feemed to be un* 
^afy at my continuing to hold her. 

One of her companions, at that mo- 
ment, obferving me entirely attentive 
to hcTy 1 fuppofe, faid, ^^ Mr. Lawfon 
will foon be here with the cloaks, and 
then it will be our beft way to get out 
of the gardens as faft as we can.'' 

I then, fofteniag my voice, faid to 
her, *^ You will not furely think of' 
Vol. II. F ^^'^'T. 
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She looked frightened at the fight of 
him ; broke from me haflily, and as 
haftily put on the things he had brought 
He affifted in wrapping her up with 
the utmoft care. He ieemed voy 
fond of her ; and I thought, for I 
obferved her clofely, that Ihc behaved 
with great propriety to Ainu 

He looked again at me, and then 
took his wife with him* A civil en- 
quiry after her health will be absolutely 
neceflary. However, fuch an enquiry 
Ihall not be made when be is in the. 
way* 

What a gentle creature is Kitty, corn- 
ered to Lady Ann ! 

I returned to town that evening, and 
found her Ladylhip in a confounded 
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ill humour : but none of her humours 
iball hinder me from going where I 
pleafe ; they will rather drive me more 
frequently from home- 
Adieu*. 

£. Beaumont^ 



LETTER XLVII. 
Mcs^ LawsoiI tx> ^fifs Camden. 

Richmond. 

OH, my dear Cecilia ! in what a 
ftrange fituation have I been ? — 
1 have had an unexpeded meeting with 
Mr. Beaumont. Indeed I could not 
help it; and yet you may, like Mr, 
Lawfon, imagine that our interview was 
gremeditated. Mr, Lawfon has not, 
F 3 indeed. 
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indeed, direSly charged mc with bar- 
ing mer Mr* Beauinoixc by deiign ; buc 
I am pretty iiire, by his behaviour^ disc 
he chinks fb. 

A young lady, x '^LA Rnchet, wrtQ 
lives but a. fiew doors a£^ came to drink 
tea with me^ ydferday iadwa^ecaoos^ 
and a&ed me to go to walk isl die 
gardens wick hcF. 

As I Eked fucli a firfaeme pco<£^odlTy 
I immecfiately contented. 

Mr. Law(ba who &t by, taad^ he 
t>e1icved there would be run, ad<llng^ 
that if only a flight llK>wer ihould fall 
1 might be very wet before I could get 
bome^ or iindanjflielter. 

Hook- 
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I looked out at the window, and un- 
luckily replied, that 1 fancied it would 
be a fine evening. 

*' Why it rains now, Kitty," fald he. 

^^ Pfliaw ! only a few heat drops, cried 
Mifs Rochet; it will be vaftly pleafant/* 

I hefitated, and looked at Mr. Law- 
fon, who taking hold of both my hands 
and drawing me again to the window, 
f^d, ** Look thgre, my dear, fee how 
cloudy it is to the windward/' 

I made tio anfwer : I had really a 
mind to go, I will confefs. Mifs Ro- 
chet continued to perfuad.e me, and faid 
that all the world would be there. 

F 4 ^^ So 
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" So much the worfe, replied Mf.. 
Lawfon ; it will be the more diffi* 
cult to get either a dry feat or a car^ 
xiage.'* 

However, as he did not pofitiveljr 
declare that I ihould hot go, I went 
with my lively companion-— Very pka- 
fant it was indeed* 

In the great walk I met Mr^ Beau^ 
mont, leaning upon a gentleman's arm* 

1 cannot exprefs v^at I felt : I am 
not fure that I did not fay fomething, 
but I hope I did not^ I am certain,, 
however, that I trembled all over,^ 
I had hold of Mr. Lawfon's arm, or I 
fiiould have fallen, I believe. 

He a&ed me what was the matter ? 

Ian- 
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I anfwered, ^* Nothing :** for I did, 
not indeed, know what to fay. 

He led me a little out of the crowd, 
and we contmued to walk till it began 
to rain. 

Mr. Lawfon then faid, " If we make 
hafte we may get home before the rain 
can hurt us/' 

Mifs Rochet, replied, " We fliall. 
be wet through," and propofed running 
to feme covered feat where we might . 
ftay till it was fair. 

r followed her.. 

Mr. Lawfon then told us that he 
would run home and fetch our cloaks. 
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As foon as he was gone Mr. Beau- 
mont came to the feat we occupied. 

He feized my hand, and afked me 
how I did, and where I lived ? adding, 
that he was tranfported to fee me, 

I know not what anfwer I returned ; 
I .was extremely embarrafled. I tried 
to difengage myfelf from him, but he 
Hill detained my hand in a manner 
which obliged me to fit down. 

The wind blew the rain upon us. 
He placed himfelf clofe by my fide ; 
fo clofe, indeed, that I was abaihed, 
and difconcerted, left his behaviour 
to me Ihould be taken notice of. Be- 
iides, he faid a great many things that 
ihould not have been heard by any 
body elfe. I was alfo afraid that 

^ Mr. 
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Mr. Lawfon fhbuld be difpleafed u 
fee me with him. I ftarted up, there- 
fore, the moment he came, put on 
the cloak he had brought, and hur- 
ried home.. 

Mifs Rochet followed us. 

In our way home, Mr. Lawfony 
afked me, who that gentleman was, 
who feemed fo well acquainted witlv 
me 2 

I coloured like fcarlet, while I re- 
plied, " Mr. Beaumont.'' 

** He is married^' 

. I made no anfwer ; I had neither 
ftrength nor fplrits left ; I complained 
of being^ out of breath ; I fpoke, in* 
deed„ partly, but not all the truth. 

F 6 ^^ 
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Na fooner had Mifs Rochet pulled 
off her wet hat and cloak, than Ihe 
began to railly me about the pretty. 
fellow> as ihe called him, who had 
been fo careful to keep me £rom the- 
rain. 

I ftrove ta filence her, but to no 
piurpofe; my efforts only made her. 
more provoking. 

Mr.. Lawfon looked, I thought^, 
diffatisfied, yet he behaved very kind- 
ly to me — I do not bdieve, however,- 
that he was pleafed to leave me behind* 
him, when be went to London this 
morning, for he afked me twiee to go 
with him, and I, really, would have 
accompanied him, had I been well ;. 
had I recovered myfelf from the fa- 
tigue of the preceding evening. 

.I'toia 
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I told him, that I adtually could not: 
go with him,, being very much, indif- 
pofed.. 

Hie appeared ta leave me with grear 
reludtance : but he went away, at laft, 

I have been fluttered, I have fretted' 
ever fince^ I can in no fliape help what 
has happened, but I wiih I had not" 
feen Mn Beaumont; and. yet I cer- 
tainly felt emotions at his behaviour 
which threw my fpirits into a plealing. 
agitation for the remainder of the night, 
which hindiered me from fleeping, and 
rendered Mr. Lawfon. uneafy, as he. 
feared that I had caught cold, from the 
danips. I am not yet recovered— L 
cannot help wifliing to dwell on every 
particular that has pail ; but I cannot 
mention them to any body, except 

your^ 
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yourfelf, in whofe faithful bofora I 
can fafely repofe every fecret of my 
own. 

I am, 

yours ever fincerely, 
C. Lawson* 



LETTER XLVIir. 
Mifs Camdin to Mrs. Lawson* 

I READ you laft with great concern, 
becaufe you feem to be upon the 
brink of a precipice.' Indeed, Kitty, 
I am very forry to find that you met 
with Mr. Beaumont, and am ftill more 
forry as he took fo much notice of you. 
He was attentive to you, either with 
a very bad defign, or elfe he treated 

you 
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you with an unkindnefs which gives 
me no favourable opinion of his head 
or of his heart. 

Touy alfo, my dear, have .been to 
blame ; though I am willing to believe 
not intentionally. 

You fee now, Kitty, that Mr. Grin- 
dall was right. Had you never had 
a houfe at Richmond, you would not, 
in all probability, have met with this 
Beaumont. You would not have been 
acquainted with this Mifs Rochet, v^ho 
is, like moft other Miffes, always in 
mifchief, for want of fomething bet- 
ter to do, or imitating all her moft ri- 
diculous acquaintance, becaufe Ihe is 
determined to live like the reft of the 
world — A woman cannot make a more 
■ dangerous determination. How much 

faf.T 
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ikfer and better, my dear Kitty, would 
you have been at your houfe in Crook- 
ed-Lane, out of the reach of fuch po- 
lite neighbours ! However, this piece 
of folly, or ill luck, call it which you 
pkafe, is paft : you have nothing now 
to do but to look forward, and to pre^ 
vent any future indifcretions. In order 
to ad: with prudence, you muft leave 
Richmond immediately, you muft re- 
move to London with your hufband,, 
and let him fee you always by his 
fide. How very thoughtlefs were you 
to refufe to accompany him the very 
next day, when he fo much preffed you ! 
Was not your refufal fufEcient to create 
fufpicions ? When they are once raifed, 
who can tell whether they will ever 
be laid? Befides, child, you are not 
fit to be trufted either with Beaumont 
or yourfelf again. Fly, therefore, my 

dear 
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dear Kitty, fly, before it is too late, 
and before the worfl: of evils lay faft 
hold of you ; fly, and let me foon have 
the plcafure of receiving a reply to this,^ 
daied from Croolced-Lane. It will, be* 
Meve mej give me mpie pleafufe dated 
from thence, ,thgn from St. Jumes's^ 
I am, 

your* eycr-affedtionitely, 

C. CaMD£N» 



LETTER XLIX. 
Mr» Beaumont to Mr. Foley* 

I HAVE made my fecond appearance 
at Richmond with fuccefs, and it 
has filled me with the moft animating 
hopes* - 

Gueffing 
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Guefling that the hufband— (I had 
no deiire to encounter him ; he has a 
pair of penetrating eyes) would be in 
London about the middle of the week, 
I mounted my horfe, one morning, . 
and riding up to his gate, alked, if 
Mrs. Lawfon was at home ? 

An ahfwer was returned in the af- 
firmative, and the fervant defired to 
know my name. 

I faid it was no matter, and followed 
him into the parlour. 

I found Kitty in the neateft undrefs 
imaginable, placing fome flowers, which 
flie had juft gathered, in the moft ele- 
gant Chinefe vafe I ever beheld^ 

The 
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The colour which mounted into her 
cheeks on my fudd^n appearance, made 
her look more beautiful than ever. 

Sitting down by her, I complimented 
her upon the happy arrangement o£ 
her flowers, and told her that I hoped 
Ihe had not caught any cold by hurry- 
ing home in the rain the Sunday-night. 
** Indeed, my deareft Kitty, continued 
I, you left the gardens when every 
body thought it was beginning to grow 
pleafant : the rain went off, and I ihould 
have found it a delicious evening if I 
had been bleft \\Ai\i your company." 

She blufhed again, and bowed, in- 
voluntarily, at my compliments, which 
not only tickled her ear, I faw plainly, 
but touched her heart* 

" But 
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*' But reallf y my dear Mrs. Lawfon^ 
added I, thefe hulbaiids are apt to be 
troubiefomo** 

•* Mr. Lawfon, Sir, repfied ihe, with 
a channii^ fimplicity*-! could have 
kSled her for fpeaking fo well of him--' 
Air. Lawfco is very nbli^ng, he never 
lefindns me in an j thing.'' 

•* You love him then ? laid I, peevilh- 
ly — Happy Lawfon !** 

She fighed, (he trembled, and hung 
her head. 

•* How unfortunate have I been, 

continued I, never to have been able 

to make an impreffion upon that amia- 

^e^ heart, tender to every thing but 

^ • How exceedingly have I lamented. 

my 
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my cruel fate, that would not fufFer me 
to prevail on you to liften to my paf- 
fion ! Had you met me that day, Mrs* 
Lawfon, I fliould not have been doom- 
ed to fpehd my life with Lady Ann, a 
woman every way unfuitablc to me ; 
totally unlike my once dear, gentle 
Kitty !" 

She looked at me while I fpoke, as 
if (he greedily devoured my words. 
When I flopped, flie replied, with a 
faultering voice, ** For Heaven's fake, 
Mr, Beaumont, do not blame me ! you 
know you had long determined to 
marry Lady Ann — Had you met me 
ever fo often, you would not have 
married me/' 

^* You tell me fo now. Madam, be- 
<aufe you know that it is, at prefent, 

out 
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out of my power to be yours ; but you 
have made me wretched, and can only 
cxcufeyourfelfby condemning me.** 

^^ For the love of Heaven, Mr. Beau- 
mont, cried Ihe, with her fweet eyes full 
of tears, fpare me ; I have not deferved 
thefe reproaches. I loved you but too 
well, you know I did ; and had you 
intended to adt honourably by me— I 
never fliould have had, continued flie, 
with a deep figh, any title to the name 
I bear. But that is no matter ; all 
has long been over between -us; arid 
I beg you would forbear, at leaft,^to' 
revive the grief I felt at being under 
the cruel neceflity of parting with — 
But let me flop here : it is not fit for 
the wife of Mr. Lawfon to fay more 
to any other man." 

Here 
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Here the charming girl hung her 
lovely head, like a rofe drooping on 
its ftalk; her eyes were overcharged 
with tears, which fell, like dew-drops, 
on her fnowy bofora. I could not bear 
the grief I had partly occafioned/ Yet 
why, after all, was Ihe obliged to mar- 
ry Lawfon, becaufe I married Lady 
Ann? — Her amiable diflxefs, however, 
quite foftened my heart, 

I fat down by her, preffed her hands 
in mine, and begged her to be com- 
pofed. 

^* Let us,, my lovely Kitty, faid I, 
endeavour to forget what is pall ; we 
have, both, perhaps been teazed into 
meafures which have rendered us very 
unhappy : but though they have tied 
us to thofe we hate, not all the powers 

on 
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on earth can hinder us from ftill loving 
each other with the mofi unabated paf- 
fion," 

^ Oh ! do not talk thus, Mr. Beau/- 
mont, anfwered the dear weepmg ^I; 
we muft not think any more of each 
other. I have the good fortune to 
be married to a very worthy man, 
though not to him whom I would have 
chofen ; and as he behaves very affec- 
tionately to me, 1 ought to negleft no- 
thing, on my part. Leave me, there- 
fore, I intreat you — (ftruggling to get 
from me) leave me, I conjure you — 
I am infatuated to permit you to remain 
here/' 

*^ Why, replied I, gating on Her, 
with ardent tendcrnefs, why, my love- 
ly girl ? Lawfon is not at home,'' 

No, 



** No, aftfWetfcd Ihe, i^ith a timid 
«mfdk>ii (fighki^ ; but a \mtain df* 
rMl Viftiie; ihCukl b< a^ careful to do 
fiothlflg in fact huftittd's zhktite thut 
he would not approve of, t!% if he \<ra5 
prefent.^' 

• Dear Crtattrrfe! whkt ati excellent 
^ife Ac ttisLke^, even tn the man whom 
ike does nW love ! I am more certaia 
than ever, that her heart is mine alone 

** My tiitty, faid I, • what is it you 
•<att be blahied for ? You do nothing ; 
you cmly receive the vifit of an old 
«id faithful friend, en pajfant. Is ther^ 
cad there be any harm in that ?'^ 

'* Thcte mnj be hjfrm, replied fte^ 
in your flaying fo long; it mufl: oc- 
cafion fufpicions of impropriety. Bc- 

VoL. ft G fides. 
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fides, added flie, with a look of unutter- 
able tendernefs, I feel, but top fenfibly, 
the xlanger of feeing and converfing 
with a man whom I; once thought it 
no crime to love." 

*^ Nor is there any crime in loving 
him now, my angel, cried I ; married 
as we are to thpfe whom we hate, who 
can blame us for following, mutually, 
bur inclination ?** 

*^ Tou may think fo,, perhaps, Mn 
Beauinont, faid ihe, rifing^ with a fpirix 
which I had never before obferyed in 
Tier, but which made her, I thought, 
look a jthoufand times handfomer, J 
fliall, I am fure, be ever of another opi- 
nion : .therefore. Sir, linfilTupGn jwur 
leaving me/V 



S« 



lie Inoiscrbkt Connection. 123 

So peremptory a fpeech, with the 
looks and motions which accompanied 
it, convinced me rhat the freedom of 
my addrefles (a freedom with \frhich 
I had ever been accuftomed to treat 
her) would not do, and that I Ihould 
be obliged to change my battery. How 
foon do the very gentleft women, 
when they fee their power over us, 
want impoffibilities ! Now would this 
inconfiftent girl have me continue to 
love her, and yet conform to her 
own idle ideas of virtue, at the fame 
time. I fee plainly that flie doats on 
me, at the very moment flie is fending 
me from her. She is married, and has 
acquired, with her matrimonial ftate, 
new notions of the dignity of a woman, 
1 fee plainly too, that fhe has, notwith- 
ftanding her virtue and her pride, a 
very fufceptible heart, and that 1 have 
made a devilifh buftle in it. 

G z How- 
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However, as I found Ac lady upon 
fiilts, I thought it necd&rj jufl diea 
to fall as fhe r(fe : fall therefort I did, 
tow at her feet^ and ia the moft pi- 
thetic tragedy-firaiii) mtreated her not 
to drive me from her ; at leaft^ not to 
difmtfs me the objed of her anger^ as 
I could not fopport her frowns. 

A few tean which I (<}ttcettd out, 
i Sufficient number of fighs, added to 
toy tender prefTure ei her hands, at 
length, foftened her. 

She defired me to rife, 

I obejwl her, inftantlf , you may be 
ftre, heartily gkd of havmg finiflicd 
Jhy fubtnkEons* 

{Sheagaiti begged me to leave her. 

I was 
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I was determined to (lay till I had 
obtained her permiffion to make her 
another vifit: but I could not, with 
all my rhetoric, procure that permif- 
fion from her lips, . though her eyes 
very forcibly granted my requeft. I 
V€»ly believe that ihe was apprehen-^ 
five of being furprifed, and therefore 
wiihed me gone. She trembled, and 
looked exceedingly frighted, 

I left her, at laft, with a firm refolu* 
tion to fee^her again fbom. 

What an immenfe difference is there: 
in women ! Who would imagine that 
tady Ann and Kitty were of the famc^- 
^ecies I. 

Prithee, what fort of wx)man have 

ji^u fixed upon ? From what you have 

G 3 hinted. 
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hinted, I am led to conclude that you 
have an attachment fomewhere : there 
is no exifting without one* 
Adieu. 

E4 B£AtMOKT» 



LETTER L. 

Mrs. Lawson to Mifs Camdek. 

1WISH, my dear, fincerely wi(b, 
that I had taken your advice, and 
gone to town with Mr. Lawfon, as 
my ftay here has occafioned me new 
difquiet. But who can forefee events ? 
And yet you, though at fo - great a 
diftance from me, could prognofticate 
the anxiety I have endured by refufing 
to liflcn to Mr. Lawfon's requefts, or.. 

to 
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to your admonitions. Who is always 
difcreet ? I fear / have been very im- 
prtjdient; yet Heaven is my witnefs* 
that I was not intentionally fo; One 
folty too furely brings on another be- 
fore we are aware ; and wej at lall, 
find it almoft impoflible to extricate our- 
Iplves from the difficulties in which. 
our follies involve us.. 

When I refufed to go to London 
with MK Lawfon, I had no idea of 
feeing Mr. . Beaumont again ; yet, let- 
me honeftiy confefs, my Cecilia, that' 
Ir have many times fitice reflected,' 
with too great a degree of fatisfa<9:ion, 
on^hisnot having entirely forgotten me ; 
on his ftill feeing me with pleafure. 
t am very fenfible that I am greatly 
to blame for receiving that fatisfaifttoni ' 
at. I am married to Mr. IJ^wfon.^ 

G 4 What' 
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What will you urge in my favou;^ 
when I tell you that the unexpefted 
%ht of Beaumont, yefterday, gave w^ 

particular delight ? 

I was fitting alone in the parlour, on 
his entrance — He came» be fiiid, cm 
purpofe to enquire after ray healthy 
fearing that I had caught cold by iicing 
expofed to the rain, 

I cannot defcribe the furprife^ nor 
the emotions I felt oo his treating me 
with the fame fofoening teaderneft I had- 
l^een ufcd to frona him before I wa& 
iparried : as little able am I to defcribe 
the agitation into which he threw my 
fpirits when he declared that he fiUl 
iQVed me, thq^t he nev^t had loved any 
other woman^ and that had I met him 
he nevej ftiOMld have married Lady 
Annm 

I could 
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I could not bear his cruel, his unjuft 
rqproaches ; they pierced me to the 
heart — I could not bear to think that // 
who had loved him fo fincerely, fhould' 
kave made him wretched* My foal. 
was feverely pained ; my tears flowed 
faft, t^ if they dreamed to expiate a. 
crime which I had never intentionally,. 
I»am fure, committed.. 

My grief deeply affcfted him; He 
l6oked mod kindly on me ; and full of 
pity for my forrows, endeavoured, with 
a thoufand foothing expreffions, to al- 
leviate them. He declared that he ftill 
toved me ; that he ever would love me, 
•si might /&/% with unabated ardour. 

I began to tremble at the danger to 

which I was expofed, and eamcftly 

begged him to leave me, afluritig htm 

G 5 that 
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that I could not, that I would not liften 
to him, as I was Mr. Lawfon's wife* 
In (hort, my Cecilia, I began to be 
• afraid of him, as I found his every look, 
word and gefture pleaded but too ftrong* 
ly in his favour. ^ 

He knelt at my feet, and with the 
moft humiliated air affirmed, that he 
would never leave me till I had giverv 
him m.y permiffion tovifit me again.. 

I had, fortunately, fufficient ftrength 
of mind to rcfufe his requeft, but I was 
fo much frightened left any body Ihould 
come and difcover us together, and.fo 
much afiedted by his tender fubmiifions, 
fubmiflions to which I had not been, 
accuftomed, that I did not know what 
to fay. — My heart and my head were at 
wriancc. 

At 
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At laft he left me, and reafon chur--. 
lifhly told me that I had been wrong,* 
very wrong. Delighted, however, to 
find myfelf ftill fincerely, ftill dearly 
beloved by the man on whom my heart 
had long doated, I could not extinguiib: 
the joy I felt, which was the more ex- 
quiiite, comingunexpededly upon nle.. 

This moment my heart accufed me 
of the greateft cruelty towards him, for 
having rrefufed his requcft fo ardently 
implored ; the next, I felt a kind of hor** 
ror at the thoughts of having, though 
only by my filence, given him encou* 
ragement to fuppofe that I would liften 
to any man upon fo improper a fubjeft, 
butiny. hufband — It is impoffible to ac^ 
quaint jrou with all my pleafing, pain- 
fulieelings, upon the agitating occafion, 
my dear Cecilia ; but I triumphed at 
- , G6 bftl. 
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kit f Yes ; virtue triumphed ovcf in- 
clination ! I hope, therefore, that fte 
who has gained fuch a viftoryover 
berielf will be fonified againft any fii* 
tureattacks* And yet, my frieii<^ I 
am neither happy, nor even eafy. 
Happy indeed I never Jhali he, and thef 
flutter of my fpirita, produced by Beau«v 
months two interviews with me, have 
fnade me unfit for any diiag : the lafl: 
mterview particularly \mhingedme«. t 
am continually reieding upon them 
both, either with pleafure or TegK(t t 
with the moft animadng pleafuse^ witk 
thi^ moft tormenting rcg^t. 

Wi^rt Mr%^ Lawfon came home hn- 
&emQd extremely forprifed at what he 
called fix great a change ki^ me. H^ 
teaud me tdli I waa^ out of alt pati«iae^ 
wiik^^««quidt9> pr^hig me,repe9^ 

«dly^ 
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fdiy , tx> tell him what had happened to . 
Kiake mc xppfzr alternately to happ^r 
^d fo thougkiul^ fa anxiouily thpught-t 

Hia repeated en<}twries, and his unfea^ 
lboa}>le endearments together, wearied 
mequice out-^I went, therefore, an^ 
4iut myfelf vtp in my apartnoent to^ 
indulge myfelf in my own reveries.. 

Mr. Lawfon ncra* appeared to me 
in fo difagrecable a light before ; he 
was abfohitely lirefomei^ One momeni* 
fee fanckd I was ill,, and wanted mc: 
to take ibmething ; the next, he thought 
I never looked fo pretty^ and could 
not let me reft,, taking^ hold of my 
liands, patting my fiice, or pulling me 
into his tap even befboe the fervants 
«Qttld g^t out q£ the loonx*. In ihort^ 

ho 
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he >ften puts me out of humour now> 
and often too out of countenance. I cer* 
tainly^. my friend, to own the truths 
feel myfelf fVrangely altered fince I faw 
Beaumont. The a^ove-mentioned in- 
terviews have affeded me beyond ex- 
prelHon, 1 am determined, indeed, not 
to encourage his vifits, as I would foon* 
ex die than injure Mr, Lawfon in any 
fliape^ or give him the llightefl: reafon 
to harbour fufpicions unfavourable to 
my reputation. Yet* I wifli that he 
would not take fo much notice of me^ 
as his attention to me now can be of no 
advantage to him : the difference be* 
tween hiimnd Beaumontwas.but too 
ftriking before.. 

• Ihave juft run over what I have wrote,- 

•nd find my letter a very foolifli one.' 

I But let it go.. Let me, however, in-^ 

treat: 
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treat you to pardon, as well as pity all 
the weaknefles of 

your ever affedlionate^ 
C. Lawson* 



LETTER LL 
Mr. Foley toMr.BEAUMOiCT., 

I AM concerned, I. am Ihocked at 
your condudl ; and yet, at the fame 
time, I muft confefs that you have been, 
by the very impropriety of your con- 
dudt, the caufe of the greateil: felicity 
to tne ' which the world can beftow. 
Let me, therefore, from gratitude,, from 
friendfhip, from the warmeft wiihes 
for your prefent and future happinefs, 
prevail on you to liften to me, and to 

defift 



iefift from your croel^ ihhuman^ pro* 
ceedings againft a poor, weak womaoj. 
who, hKxtforyoUy might fpend her days 
in i^eace and honour.. To ftrengtheo^ 
what I have to fay to you, let me c»^ 
•ptam mylelf : !et me tell you in what 
manner your happinefs and mine can be- 
any way conneftcd, fettmg alide the 
friendfiiip which has fo long fubfifled 
between us, and which will j I hope, be 
fome inducement to you to give up all 
farther thoughts of Mrs. Lawfon. But. 
10 my ftory :. 

Ihavc frequently mentioned to you,, 
s very amiable young neighbour of ^ 
mine, who though flie never feemed 
inclined to tolerate me as a lover, foon 
after ourfirft meeting treated me with 
that cafy politenefs which makes an in- 
timacy definable; and. flie has fince fb) 



far honoured mc^ as to permit me lo 
call myfelf bcr friend-r— I have long in- 
deed been the lover^ as well as the 
friend ; but fearful of making the wilh- 
ed-for confeffion, left I Ihould be rejed 
«d, 1 have been extremely attentive to 
her every look and motion. 

The other day, I was thrown into 
ipreat perplexity and diftrefs upon her 
^ceiving a propofal pf marriage from a 
man of rank, fortune and character 3 
but I had, foon afterwards, the happi** 
liefs to hear her refufe it, though I had 
hardly fpirits left to liften tx) whatlhe 
faid. 

Whfift I recowred my fenfes, and be- 
gan to reflea upon v^hat was paft, I 
gave up all hopes of ever perfuading her 
to accept of n^. I began, indeed, to 

imagine 
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*' If the difclofure of it, anfwered I, 
will give yoo any fort of relief, it will 
be a great point gained ; I iliall think 
fo, at lead ; for I confefs^ I fufler more 
than I can exprefs, io feeing you fo un- 
happy. But I fuppofe, as I am urged 
ty z felfiih motive, you will not think 
my requcft deferves any confideratioii,'* 

She bluflied, and figjhed, but made 
no reply. 

I became encouraged, by this beha- 
viour, to prefs her to open- her heart 
to me—" You have, for fome time,. 
Madam, continued I, honoured me,' 
by giving me a permiffion to offer you 
my friendfhip ; now is the time for yx>vt 
to put that friendftiip to the teft. Try 
me; there is nothing I Ihall think too 

difficulty 
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difficidty if you can put me in a wiy t# 
oblige you/* 

. '** I really do not know, anfwercd 
ihe, with great good humour, which 
way you can be of any fervice to me 
in this affieiir, Mr. Foley; I do not 
Know that any body can: but if I 
thought that the communication of my 
lanealSnefs would^ in the llighteft de- 
gree, contribute to the relief of it, I 
would freely fpcak, for I dare believe 
that I may truft yoiu." 

** You mayj replied I, with the lift 
of your dearefl friend ; not my owa 
ih^U be dearer to me.*' 

She bowed, and thanking me, de* 
clared that fhe was under the greateft 
concern for a very particular friend, 

who 
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who was, Ihe feared, from being mar- 
ried to a man whom flie did not love, 
but too near falling a facrifice to him 
on whom ihe firfl placed her afiec* 
tions." 

Your affair with your favourite Kitty 
at that inftant darted into my mind« 
I thought there appeared to be a fimi- 
larity in the fituations, and I replied — 
*^ A friend of mine is alfo, I fear, on 
the point of prevailing on a poor girl 
(whom Jhe fancies he has long loved, 
but whofe inequality, with regard to 
birth and fortune, prevented him from 
marrying her) to gratify his now ««- 
lawful paffion for her, as he cannot 
gratify it without deeply injuring her 
hufband, who, certainly, does not de- 
ferve to be dilhonoured by either of 

them." 

<• Thefc 
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'* Thefe cafes are fimilar ones, in- 
deed, faid fhe ; and if I imagined that 
the parties concerned were the fame, 
yjou might be of fervice to me, by at- 
tacking the gentleman upon the mean- 
^ nefs and cruelty of his behaviour, while 
I acquainted my friend with the infa*- 
ihpus defigns againft heir peace, and put 
•her upon her guard." 

My heart bounded at the thoughts 
4>f having it in my power to make 
myfelf ufeful to her, and I gave her 
fufiicicnt hints, without betraying your 
fecret, to aflure her, that Mrs. Eawfon 
•and Mr. Beaumont were the parties 
concerned. 

'^ Oh, Mr. Foley! exclaimed fhe, 
what a wretch is your friend thenl 
How infamous is he to take advantage 

of 
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of a poor ignorant girl's weaktiefs fof 
him ! My dear Kitty's heart is, I verily 
believe, as innoceDt, as bartnlefs, as ad 
infant's ; but ihe has been^ unfortunate^ 
ly, thrown into the way of that artful 
man, who, in order to gratify his own 
appetites, took pains to induce her to 
imagine that he had only ber happi*- 
nefs in view. With a cruel perfc- 
verancc he ftill purfues her, and en- 
deavours to perfuade her to render her- 
felf for ever miferabie, by being falfe 
to her hufband. Good Heaven ! con- 
tinued ihe, whit wretches are men !" 

" Not all, I hope, Mifs Camderti 
replied I. Do not condemn every man^ 
for the fake of one. I hope, at leaft, you 
have never feen any thing in me^ Ma- 
dam, to make you fuppofe me capable of 
acting in fo unwarrantable a manner." 

« I Jiavo 



'^ 
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" I have never feen you, anfwered 
flie with great vivacity, with the wo-' 
man you may think you love." 

*^ But you have feen me, replied I 
with a faultering voice and ^itated 
looks, you have long feen, you now 
fee me with the woman whom I cer- 
tainly adore; hut my refpedt, equal 
to my tendernefs, has hitherto prevent- 
ed me from declaring my feelmgs. I 
now, flattering myfelf that I may be 
of fome fervice to you by ferving your 
friend, venture to declare the llrong 
paffion which I have long felt for 
you." 

She bluihed extremely, and looked 
at me, at firft, as if Ihe would awe 
me into filence with the fire of her 
eyes. 

Vol. IL H " Do 



¥ 
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" Do yop cxped:. Sir, faid flu?, to 
recomiliend yourfelf to me at this time, 
by fuch a declaration ?" 

This reply was fufficient.to put fo 
timid a fellow as I have lately been, 
quite to rout : but I cannot tell how 
it was, I felt myfelf, juft then, in an 
ijmafual flow of fpirits, though . I was 
not a little hurt by the reception (he 
gave me. 

. I bowed,, and afked her pardon — 
f^ I am quite forry. Madam, continued 
I, to find that I have been fo far mif- 
taken in you — I have declared the fen- 
timents of my heart, becaufe I can 
no longer • conceal them; I was un- 
happy in a ftate of fufpence; I can 
but be unhappy by a certain refufal." 

Hei:e 



The IVDtSCREET CONNSCTION. 147 

Here I fighed, and was filent — She 
did not, I think, look better pleafed 
than myfelf. , I determined, however, 
to fay no more ; but my feelings were 
pretty legible, I believe, in my coun- 
tenance. 

I took up a book which lay in the 
window, and Ihe put her hand into 
ier work-bag. 

I turned over the leaves without 
knowing ia fingle fyllable of what^ I 
read ; and I fancied that fhe was not 
lirnch more afttentive to her work. 

Stealing a look at her, now and then, 
ly at laft, faw tears trickle down het 

face. 

She foon perceived that I had found 

her out, and daChing them fiff witk 

Hz •her 
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her hand, faid, ** This poor girl runs 
in my head fo much I can think of no* 
thing elfe :" laying down her work, 

I pitied her, I felt for her, and ojBTered 
to do any thing in the world (he thought 
proper, to bring Mrs. Lawfon to a 
right fenfe of her danger. 

*^ There is no bringing her to a 
right fenfe of it, replied Ihe, while that 
artful wretch is bent upon her deftruc- 
tion. If you would fave her you muft 
talktoi?/«i. Try tomakeiim fenfible 
of the vilenefs of his condudt, and en- 
deavour to prevail on him to with- 
draw himfelf from her entirely : though 
it really^ added fhe, hurts me to aik 
favours of fuch a villain." 

Excufe me, Ned; you fee what a 
chara^er you have gained. 

I told 
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I told her that I would write im- 
mediately to you, and that Ihe fliould 
guide my pen. 

** No, anfwered (he, what you write 
ihall be all your own. You know my 
fentiments, and I hope you have ho'- 
nour enough to think with me upon 
a point of fuch importance, as the 
feving a poor, deludcdji. young creature 
from infamy/' . 

r replied,. ^* that I wiffied we thought 
alike about every point." 

** Concerning what point do we dif*. 
fer ? -' faid fhe, eagerly. . 

** The moft important one to me, 

faid I— You are angry with me for 

loving you, and you may, with much 

H 3 more 
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more reafon^ be offended with me, bc- 
caufc you are fo amiable. Do but con* 
fent to receive me in the charader itt 
v^hich I wifh to appear^ and I will 
exert all my influence over my friend 
to make him change hb cpndud; to^ 
wards Mrs. Lawfbn/^ 

** The man who will not perform a 
moral a^on, replied ibe, without beibg 
bribed to it, is unworthy of a thought^ 
and, confequently, can never be look* 
cd on by me in the wi&ed-fbr light.*' 

* 

*^ 1 am not that man. Madam, faid 
I. I can bring proofs of my haviftg, 
from Mr. Beaumont's firft acquaintance 
with Mifs Letter, difluaded him from 
endeavouring to gain her- afleftions, 
unlefs he intended to marry her. How- 
ever, though you, by refufing to grant 

me 
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me the honour I afpire to, will make me 
completely wretched, I will not, for k 
fingle moment^ be forgetful or negli- 
gent of what I owe to the woman 
whom I love, and to myfelf^ You 
heed not, therefore, entertdn thefmall- 
eft doubt of mjr taking every method 
in niy power to induce Mr. Bfraumont 
to defift from a- purfuif which mult 
Wflen him in every body's eyes, and 
be,, m the highcft degree, injurious to 
tthc woman to whom he pretends to 
tbe afiedionately attached;" 

She looked earneftly at me, for a" 
moment, ami then faid, ** I promife, 
I will not be ungrateful, if you can 
produce an alteration in your friend, 
fo neceflary to my future happinefs^'* 

H 4 '^ 1 thank- 
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I thanked her^ by preffing her hand 
to my lips. 

And now, Ned, you are ever}' ^^-ay 
bound to throw up a defign which 
will do you the greateft difcredit, and 
render for ever miferable a poor gtrl^ 
who, but for you^ might be both gpod 
and happy. Befled feriouily upon 
the confequences with which the com- 
miiEon of your cruel defign mu^ ne* 
, ceflarUy, be attended ; ftop in tioie^ 
and believe nae to be, on all occafions, 

particularly on this, . 

your very fincere friend, 

C. Foley. 



LET- 
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LETTER UI. 

Lady Ann Beaumont to Mrs.RYDER, 

TT is as lexpededr Beaumont is in 
• purfuit of that mean, little creature 
his former favourite, Kitty Letter, fincc 
married to a man in the city, one Law- 
fon ; but I fancy I Ihall cure him of his 
paffion for her^ I have found out where 
her hufband lives in London ; but it 
feems he has taken a houfe for her at 
Richmond, becaufe fhe could not 
breathe the city air — ^What an-afFeded . 
delicacy indeed! as if fuch creatures 
feelings were not fuitable to thelownefs 
of their extradtion, and the meanefs of 
their education. So while the hufband, 
a very tame animal, no doubt, is la- 
bouring in his dirty vocation, his dainty 
H 5 Wife, , 
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wife is adling the fine lady at Richmond. 
Surely affeftation was never carried to 
fuch a naufeous height ! — If you ever 
in your life happen to fall in the way c^ 
fuch creatures as thofe, you will always 
find them monftrouily ridiculous : they 
carry their folly and vanity, indeed^ to 
the moft incredible lengths. 

I ihall take a method to acquaint 
LaA\^on with his wife's conduct. Let 
him lock her up. When Beaum^cmt 
finds that ihe is un^came-at-ahley he may, 
afr^r the firft difappointment become 
more reafonablc. 

Lawfon ihall not know from whence 
the intelligence comes. If it has the 
defired effeft it will give fome relief to 
the anxious mind of 

yours, &c» 

.iANN Beaumont. 
LET- 



LETTER LIIL 

Mr. Beaumont to Mr. Foley; 

T Renounce your friendfliip, I defpife 
your principles ; they mud be detefl- 
able,fince they have prompted you to be- 
tray your friend, and to expofe the fe- 
crets of his heart to a woman, to a vain, 
idle, fantaftic, filly woman, who puf- 
fed up ^ith your praifes, thinks Herfelf 
fit to deal out difcretion to her acquaint* 
ance. But let her take care what Ihe 
feys about her friend Mrs, Lawfon,- who 
has prudence fufficient to Bireft herfelf, 
without Mifs Camden's very wife ad- 
monitions. I defire, therefore, and fo. 
does Mrs* l^awfon, that ihe will not 
givii herfelf any more trouble abour her, 
a$ any tiling farther, either from her or 
H 6 you,, 
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voii, will be efleemed verj'^ impertinent, 

by 

E. Beaumont* 



LETTER LIV. 
To, Mr. Lawson^ 

S I R^ 

WHILE you are following your 
bufioefs, or your pleafure, ia- 
London^ Mrs.^ Lawfpn amufes herfelf 
by receiving the vifits of a young raaft 
of falhinn who has long diflinguiihed. 
her. You may make what ufe you 
pkafe o£ this mformation^ from 
your unknown 
humble fervant, 
Anokvmous^- 
LET- 
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LETTER LV. 

. Mifs Camden to Mrs. Lawson._ 

TS it pofiible then, that Mrs. Lawfon 
■ can be fo abandoned as to have en- 
tered into an intimate connedtion with . 
a man who, loft tQ all fentjimcnts ofho- 
nour and virtue, prefunaes to folicit 
her to become falfe to her hufbaiid ? 
By fucK a condudt you muft not only 
bring cverlafting. infamy upon yourfelf 
and family, but- you muft.rejtuier him 
equally culpable in his behaviour tp a 
wife to whom he has fworn to be true^ 
What epithet is bajd enough for the m^t^ 
who dares infift,. in 3K)UF n^pje,, upqn 
ypur friend's forbearing to warn you of 
your danger, 4nd tP peffuad^ you to 
guard againft it ? Yet to this man Mfsf 

Lawfoa 
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I really cannot exprefs nty furprife • 
U your letter ; it has pained me exceed- 
ingly. I think I never fliall deferve 
your reproaches : I cannot bear to re- 
ceive them from my Cecilia. I have 
been weak, but I have never given Mr. 
Beaumont the leaft reafon to fuppofe 
that I will . be the charafter ypu men- 
tion. You muft.certainly have been 
ifnpofed upon. Explain yourfelf more 
fuUy> my dear Cecilia ; I never waal- 
ed your friendlhip fo much as J do at this ^ 
moment., I want ; your kind, . your 
friendly affiftance tp guard me-againft 
B^aiimont, to guard me againft myfelf, 
B^::t I am, and ever Ihall be, 

yjpur fingerely slffeaionate 

C, Lawson^ . 



L E Tr 
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LETTER LVII. 
Mr. Lawson to Mr. Grikdall. 

Deal Sitf 

I AM extremely dlilreiled, Ulng 
thrown into a iituation wbich re« 
quires the greateft delicacy in my con* 
dud, as I mw&f necenTarily, be great- 
ly ruffled by ieveral irritating circum- 
ftances« 

I am very much afraid of wanting 
' temper to regulate my behaviour pro- 
perly upon fometryingoccafions which 
may happen to occur, and ihould be 
glad to receive your advice and aflin;- 
ance; but as I cannot well communicate 
the affair which fo much perplexes me, 
and which gives me fo much uneafmefs 

in 
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in this way, your fpendinga few days 
at Richmond, will l^e, in 'th<i higheft 
degree, fatisfa^ory to 

your obliged 

humble fervant, 

W. I^i^lWSo*. 

P. S. If you can' fet out fof t)ift 
place imnnedlately, you will give mt 
additional pleafure, and double* mjr 
obligations to you, as I very much 
wifti to have Mrs* Lawfon fee you 
here. ' , ' 



LET- 
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LETTER LYIII. 

Mr. Grind ALL to Mr. Lawson. 

Dear Lawfbn, 
T AM very forry that it is not in my 
■*• power to comply with your requeft ; 
but I have been laid up thefe two days 
with my old complaint, the gout, and 
cannot ftir hand or foot. 

I am very much, concerned to find 
that you have met with any thing to 
ruffle your naturally gentle difpofi- 
tion ; any thing which requires more 
delicacy of condud than I believe you 
to be mafter of. There are undoubted^ 
ly fome fituations more critical than 
others : if you will venture to truft me, 
upon my affurance of fecrefy, I will do 

every 
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even' thing in my power to ferve you, 
and I hope, I Ihall, notwithftanding 
what may have happened to difconcert 
you for the prefent, foon fee you 
rdlored to your former tranquility. 
lam, 
your fincere friend 
tnd bumble fervant^ 
E. Grind ALL. 



LETTER L!X. 
Mifs CAMDEMto Mrs. Lawsok» 

IF your laft declarations of ignorancti 
with regard to Beaunnrnt's infolenc 
letter to Mr. Foley, in which 1 was 
mentioned as your friend and i^viferi 
maf be depended upon, and if you 

are 
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are really defirous of conquering a 
weaknefs which, if not immediately 
fubdued, muft end in your eternal 
ruin, I am ftill ready to ; gire you all 
the affiftance in my power. But 
your language is, at prefent, fo differ* 
cnt from that in which every body, 
a$ well as myfelf, will think it proper 
a married woman Ihould exprefs her- 
felf, that I ftill fear you are but half 
convinced of the abfolute neceflity of 
an entire change in your fentiments, 
as well as condud. When that wiftied- 
for change happens, you will find a 
fincere friend in 

C. Camden. 



LET- 
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LETTER LX. 

Mr. FoLET to Mifs Caicb^n^ 

T HAVE obeyed ytiur commands, 
•^ Madam, by endeavouring cioa£\ly 
to conform to the did:ates of your ex- 
cellent healt, with regard to MrSf 

Lawfon. 

I would take no dental, nor ^ven 
an affront from Beaumont, though 
ftrongly provofcied^ wheii 4ilfe <:aufe 
of virtue, and thfe inttereft of your 
friend, required me to be calm. 

I will confefs, however, that it coft 
«^e not a little to put up with the treat- 
ment which I met with at firtt from 
^^^^ ; and that I was, more than once, 

tempted 
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tempted ^to prevent Mrs^^ Lawfon from 
farther infults, and to revenge thofe 
Ihe had already received, by demand- 
ing fatisfadtion. ' But my principles, 
with regard to duelling, would not 
iuffer me to proceed in that manner* 
I began, therefore, fairly to reafon the 
mattet ^th Beaumont, and, at length, 
brought him to own that he was 
wrong,—" Yet my averfion to Isady 
Ann, continued he, and my paf- 
lion for Kitty, have tormented me to 
an inexpreffible degree, ever fince my 
marri^e*- ■ Mrs. Lawfon is not, I am 
fure, lefs uhhappy than myfelf, and I 
pity her extremely, as I have great 
reafon to believe that ihe loves me." 

*^ And would you, faid I, return 
that love by plunging a dagg'er into 
herbofom?'* 

He 
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He ftarted, and, for a while, en- 
deavoured to confute every argument 
which I urged, applicable to his pre- 
f(Mitfituation ; but finding himfelf baffled 
at Ia{V, he yielded, and confeiled that 
he would give over a purfuit which 
would only, in all probability, render 
them both wretched, " I will not, 
however, added he, a fecond time, de- 
fert her, and give her room to believe 
me falfe, when I am really more at^- 
tached to her than ever. I will fee her 
once more, but only to acquaint her 
with my reafons for not feeing her 
again, unlefs we ihould both be at li- 
berty to adt as we pleafe/' 

I would fain have prevailed on him 
tvotto go any more to her, telling him 
that the very going to her, though 
with an intention not to repeat his vifits, 

was 
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wasftrongly to be coQ^eiafied ats Aie 
was a married voman^ and ou^t on 
BO account whatever to be vifited by a 
man whom ihe loved, and wfao^ from 
hia inclination for her^ muft neceflarily 
behave tn fuch a manner as to keep up 
mutual prepofleffions^ which Should be 
esctinguiihedy as the increafe of them 
muft unavoidably contribute to their 
mutual uBhappincfs. 

He made little or no reply to this, 
nor^jdo I loiow whether he me^ns to 
keep his word with me^ and to fee her 
but once more. When people are fo 
thoroug^y arttached to each other^ it is 
very jdj&aak to prdfcribe rules for thdir 
condudt. 1 he violence of their pafiions 
frequently makes them overleap the 
bounds of diicfcrion, and even decency* 
I will, however, watch carefully over my 
friendy and hope to prevail upon him to 

Vol. !!• I give 
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give up a pdint, the gaining of which , 
were he to fucceed, would occafiou him 
nothing but remorfe and vexation. I am 
fenfible, by what I feel at prefent, that it 
is to very little purpofcto attempt to per* 
fuade a man to abandon a woman whom 
he loves — At leaft, I know that not all 
the world could €ver induce me to refign 
the hopes I have of infpiring you, one 
day, with a paffion for me equal to my 
own. You will, poffibly, call me pre- 
fumptudus, infolent, and afluming; but 
even your an^er, terrible as it is, Mifs 
Camden, is ftill lefs to be dreaded than 
your indifference. Nothing can be more 
cold and chilling to a lover than negled^ 
as nothing would be more animating 
and encouraging than your attention 
and approbation, to. Madam, 
your moft obedient 

and devoted 
C. Foley* 
LET- 
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LETTER LX. ^ 

Mr* Lawson to Mr. Grindall. 

Dear Sir^ 
T AM extremely forry to hear of your 
•■" confinement: I ihould t)e charged 
with felfiflmefs jiift at this time were 
not toy efteem for Mr. Grind^l too well 
known to him to make him queftion 
the fincerity of my wilhes, at all times, 
for his health and happinefs. 

I was induced to wi(h fo eameftly to 
fee you at Richmond on my-wife's ac- 
count. She has unfortunately— I believe 
1 may add, accidentally,, met with Mr. 
Beaumont in the gardens here. I have 
fince received a letter which informs me 
that he is frequently with her when I 
am at London. 

1 z I never 
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I never was of opinion that anony- 
mous letters ought to be encouraged, 
as I have known them occafion the 
gieWeftuBeafihefs-WitSotiC beiftg iff the 
lead ferviceable. I have alfo known 
them attended with happy confe- 
iqaenoes. In fome fiifpicious fituatiotis 
they m^ht not iwely to be flighted; I 
^m very'C4e»am ^Aaft Kitty has feen a 
^ood deal changed of late; abfent, or 
out of temper frequently ; nor can all 
my perferafions get her to leave Rich- 
mond and •come to m^ at Londcm. I 
don't care to be rough with her, poor 
^ri, becaufe her fpirits have been great- 
ly fluttered': fliemay lode upon me as a 
tyrant, and never be reconciled to me, 
if i im tdo warm with her. 

'If you bad been well ^enough to come 
tnd fpend ^ week or two wit^ me you 

would 
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would not only have kept Mr. Beau- 
mont at a diftance, but you would 
have kindly, I know, taken an oppor- 
tunity to hint to my wife the impro- 
priety of her feeing .Beaumont, and 
might, poffibly, have prevailed on her 
to come to London, and leave a place 
where flte is continually expofed to the 
fight of a man it would be prudent in ' 
her to avoid. You are not to be told . 
how fincerely and how affectionately I 
itovc Kitty. I began to hope that I had 
made a progrefs. in her iefteem, but this 
unlucky interview has undone all, and 
made me almofl: defpair of enjoying any 
farther fatisfadlion with her. What 
fatisfadtion with her, if Beaumont, caa- 
not be kept, out of her way, is to be ex- 
pected by 

your obliged 

humble fefvant ' 
W. Lawsou ? 
I 3 LET. 
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LETTER LXI. 

Mr. Grikdall to Mr. Lawson^ 

Dear Lsfwfon, 
T AM more than ever troubled at my 
.'*• confinement, but fince. I cannot 
ferve you in perfon, let me advife you — 
though at another time it might be im- 
prudent — to be down at Richmond as 
niuch as poffible. Take your wife 
abroad, amufe her mind, or employ it 
upon fomething which may take offher 
thoughts from the man who muft be 
very worthlefs indeed, married as he is 
himfelf, to purfue the wife of another* 
However, if your bufinefs will not per- 
mit you to leave London juft now, bring 
Mrs^ Lawfon upon a vifif to me — She 
will, I think, be more out of the way 

here 
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here than with her mother, who is an 
idle, goffipping woman. Befides, in my 
opinion it will be much better that Ihe 
ihould remain ignorant o£her daughter's 
having feen this man again. If we can 
but feparate them once more, you will 
be the mere endeared to' your wife, 
when Ihe ^nds that though you have 
fome reafon to complain, you keep your 
complaints to yourfelf. 

You fee, my young friend, I very 
readily fall into your own way of think- 
ing. Lenity has reformed numbers, 
feverity.has hardened as many, and 
made them glory in their vices. 

Mrs. Lawfon is not, I think, of a 

nature to perfift in adting in oppofition 

to her duty : but then Ihe is eaiily led 

away by thofe whom Ihe is fond of. 

1 4 Could 
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Could file b« kept ©utoftlieway of this 
troublefome fellow, you Would, I dare 
fay, by fmall indii)genci6»> be ^bte to 
perfuade hcfFto any thing* « 

Hoptog to fee ymi, or to hear frott 
youfoon^ 

lath . 

youtfiietidfaml 
humble &rtftntf 
KGrindall. 

LETfER LXn. 
Mrs. Lawsok to Mifs Camden. 

♦ ■ • ■ 

T Accept the offered terms of your 
^ renewed friendfliip with pleafurc, 
my dear Cecilia. I will not fee. Mr. 

Beaumont 
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Beaumont, whatever I muft fui&r by 
refuting him ; and however imhappy 
I may be, I will endeatonr to.be 6iC-. 
creet. 

Mr^ Lawfbn has been with me thefe 
twp daysfc He has prpp^ed to m^ to 
gp a^ (lay a- wa^k^ or two wkh N&« 
Gfind^l^ who is confined a^Qaptoii 
with the gouc I have confented^ be^ 
caufe I thought it prudent to comply 
with bi$ requeft; "but I fuppofe I Ihall 
be very mektti<?holy> tjiere^ Thus you 
fee, my dear, I am content to. facri;* 
fice my pleafure to my duty. Will 
not this facrifice reftore my friend to 

her ever affedtionate, 
C. Lawson ^ - 

F. S. I was jiift going to pack" up 
a few things to take' with me when : 
I 5 wy 
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my maid gave me the inclafed letter.' 
I did not, at firft, Jcnow from whom 
k came^ but was reading it when Mr. 
Lawfon came in, unexpedtedly... In 
a great hurry and confufion, I thruft 
it into my pocket, as it was not, you 
may imagine, fit for his perufal. Yet 
not even this letter, a copy of which 
I fend you, fliall tempt me to break 
ray word with you. I have returned 
no anfwer to it. I dare not confent 
to fee him even once more ; I can only 
add that I will do all in my pow^r to 
.avoid him. 



LET. 



7U Indiscreet Comnectiow, 179 

LETTER LXIII. 
. JJtx. Beaumont to Mrs, Lawsok. 
(Mentioned in the foregoing oneO 

AFTER having been fo often de- 
fired by you to follow you no 
longer^ I am come to a refolution to 
comply with your.requeft: yet is it 
poffible that my Kitty, my once-loved, 
my ftill beloved Kitty, Ihould defire 
never to fee me again ? 

It is my fault, you will fay, that we- 
are feparated. I cannot, I will not 
deny it, A foolilh pride, an idle am- 
bition, has deprived, me of all I love;, 
antj what is worfe, has obliged me 'to* 
tie myfelf to one whom I. hate, deteft,. 
abhor.. 

I 6 Would 
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Would I could hear you fay the fame 
of this Lawfon ! but though your mild, 
gentle fpirit wUl not fufFer you to rave 
like me, thofe fweet, thofc too-fre- 
quently averted eyes of yours, if I have 
not loft all my penetration, ftill tell 
me that I am preferred in your dear, 
faithful heart. 

Under this flattering belief, can I 
refolve to give you up fo readily ? No— 
'tis impoffible! I am determined, at 
leaft, to fee you once mwey if ottly to 
take a lajl farewilL 

When you are irrecoverably gone^ 
what will be life to 

your doating lover,, 
and mod fincere friend, 

£• B£AVMONTa. 
Le E X- 
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LETTER LXIV. 

Mr. Lawson to Mr. Grindall. 

Dear Sir, 
T WAS juft upon the point of bringing 
^ my wife to accept of your obligmg 
invitation, when I was prevented by 
her fudden ilinefs: which illnefs is, 
I believe, in fome degree, owing to an 
alarm we had laft night between eleven 
and twelve. . 

Some perfons, at thjtf time,, attempted 
to get into the houfe.. 

Ifound Kidy, ja good d^al fright^ 
with if, and was in ho^^ Ld would ^ 
have made her more. wiUii^ either 
to go to London, or. lo come to you. 

Ircally 
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I really believe fhe would have accom- 
panied me to your houfc, if fhe^had 
not been obliged to keep her chamber. 

Yefterday I proppfed fending for 
Mrs. Letter, but flie defired that I 
would not fend for her, as fhe hoped, 
by keeping herfelf quiet, and taking 
fome medicines, ftie fhould icon re- 
cover.. 

I have complied, though againft my 
own judgment, becaufe I am willing 
to do every thing in my power to make 
her happy. 

I fliall be at Richmond, till flie Ts 
better, as often as peffible. I cannot 
fey I am quite pleafed with this at- 
tempt upon my houfe. I have fccured 
^ good pair of piftols> in cafe of a. fe- 

cond 
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cond viiit of the feme kind, though 
1 keep them out. of Kitty's way, as I 
have often heard her exprefs the great- 
fi& diflike to, arid, indeed, terror at, any 
kind of fire-arms. But how can we, 
without fuch arms, defend either our- 
felves or our property from fuch def- 
perate gangs of villains, who make no 
fcruple to plunder every body almoft 
at noon-day ? 

As foon as my wife is better^ we 
will cbme to Clapton. 

1 begin to think that the anonymous 
letter which I received, was fent with 
a view only to make me uneafy : per- 
hapsi by the very perfon it feemed to 
point; out, byway of revenge, for hav- 
ing got his miftrefs from him. 3ut of 

f thi«, 
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this, more when we meet. I hope this 
will find you better^ and am^ 
deirSir,, 

your obliged humble fervanQ. 
W. Lawson. 



LETTER. LX\5.: 

From the Same to the Same. 

Dear Sir, 

BY the date of this y6u will fee ^t* 
I am far from home. . I left my 
homeafceoeof diflrefs apd d^folMipn^^^ 
If you are able tobemoYed^ let n^ein*- 
treat you jDpr fbffinr youi&lf to be carried ' 
thithef., 

Tou 
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Yoli will', undoubtedly, be furprifed 
at this requeft, but ftill more will. you 
be furpriied at the occafion of it. 

I will explain myfelf as well as. I 
can^ agitated ai my mind is beyond 
txpreffioQ* 

On Friday laft, I wrote to you, to 
inform you that Kitty's illnefs prevent- 
ed me frqgn. bringing her to you^ agree* 
ably to my promiie ; that we had been 
alarmed with an attempt to break into 
the hojiafe^ and that I had brought down 
pilitols. 

As Kitty continued ill, I fully intend- 
ed to ftay at Richmond till Tucfday 
morning, but I was fummoned to towa 
in a hurry, on the Monday. 

Mjr 
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My impatience to fee Kitty again, 
made me put off fomc of my bufinefs 
which ought to have been done, and 
I returned with all poflible hafte, to 
Richmpnd. 

I arrived on Monday night, but not 
till after dark. 

I found my wife extremely dtforder^ 
ed. She had, for above ar week, availed 
herfelf of her indifpofition to fleep in 
e fcparate bed ; I, therefore, left her 
at ten o*Clock, and went down to the 
parlour. 

After having read about half an hour 
in the parlour, I went up ftairs in or- 
der to go to bed : but not finding my- 
felf in the leaft fleepy, and haying my 
book in my pocket, I took it out and 
fat down to read. 

' When 
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When I had been fo employed about 
an hour, I heard a noife like feme* 
body walking up flairs very foftly, 

I opened my door immediately, but 
feeing nobody, I imagined that one of 
the ferrants migkt.be going to bed. 

I. called out, ^* Who is there ?*' 

. Sally anfwered, " Only me^ Sir/' 

I then Ihut my door. 

While I was confidering whether I 
Ihould go to bed or hot, I thought I 
heard fomebody fcream. 

I opened my door a fecond time, and 
was certain that I heard a man's voice, 

though 
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though he fpoke foftly^ and in my wife's 
room. 

I made but two fteps to my piftols, 
which I had| erer fince I purchased 
them^ kept ready charged in my voomf 
and then ruflied into my w^Vi^aft^ 

inent. 

There I faw, by the light of the lamp, 
not a houfe-breaker, as had expedlied, 
but Beaumont. 

He ftarted from the bed, the bed of 
my Kitty, as I entered the room. 

I was fcarce able, at firft, to* fpeafc 
articulatel)^, but I prefented my piftol. 

He fell back> and drew his^ fword; 

to defend himfelf. 

At 



At the^me iaftaiit I faw my wife at 
jny feet — ^* Hold, held, cried Ihe, for 
the love of heaven ! " 

I was too much enraged to liften to 
ixf : befides, had I flopped, I might 
have been run through the body: I, 
dief^ore, £ped: immediately. ^ 

They, both fell : he, from the wound 
he had received ; y^^ in a fainting fit. 

; .. When. I faw them both to all appear* 
anae, dead upon the floor, the horror 
which I felt is not to be defcribed. 

I went to call for help. The two 
maids and the man burA into the room. 

SaUy cried out, " Oh, good God ! my 
miftrefsandMr. Beaumont are killed." 

"My 
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*^ My wife is not hlirt, replied* I; 
take care of her — Do you, John run 

away for a furgeon.'' . 

I (laid to fay no more, but hurried 
down flairs, and out of the houfe as fall' 
as my legs could carry me : glad to 
quit a plape where I . had received fo 
much injury, and in fo hafty a manner 
revenged it. 

There is now no doubt of my wife*s 
infamy — Yet I was both aihamed and 
pained to fee her pleading almoft naked 
at my feet for her lover. 

You may guefs at the diftraaioft 1 
have been in ever fince that fatal mo^ 
ment. I fliould have (laid, perhaps, 
and have taken the confeqiiences refult- 
ing from my too rafh proceeding, could 

I have 
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I have reconciled myfelf, In any fliape, 
to the behaviour of my wife, whom I 
h^ve fpndly loved, and who has fo ill 
repaid my affcftion. Do you then, my 
dear, good friend, who never appre- 
-hcnded thefe confequences from my 
marrying her, do you fufFer }X)urfelf 
to be carried to ' her. You were her 
guardian ; you were In the place of her 
father, be ffill a parent to" her ; make 

her fenfible of her errors, and but 

I cannot fay any more upon this fub- 

jea. 

What I have done I did in my own 
defence ; but it may prevent my return 
to England which I am on the point of 
leaving. I am, indeed, glad to leave 
a place which muft continual^ remind 
me of what I wifti to forget, j^et it 

never 
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never can be blotted from my memory. 
In this unhappy fituation^ at prefent is 
yours, &c* 
W. Lawson. 

LETTER LXVI. 

Lady Ann Beaumont to Mrs. Ryder. 



w 



HAT mifery, diftrefs, and hoN 
ror have I occafioned ! . 



Beaumont, my dear Beaomont is, I 
fear, killed by the hufband of that de- 
teftable Kitty. He was brought home 
yefterday dangeroufly wounded with a 
piftolby Lawfon. If he dies the whole 
family fliall lament the hour he entered 
their wretched doors. 

I am 
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I am almoft deprived of my reafon 
by this dreadful event, and cannot fupr 
port the inexpreffible mortification which 
is added to my affliction, as I am cer- 
tain that Beaumont adtually preferred 
this little dirty trollop to me-~And then 
to think that he will die by fucha.ple- 
beian hand ! Surely I was infatuated to 
give any intdligence to fudi a fellow ; 
but I had no idea of his difcovering a 
fpirit which might fhame many a man 
of noblor birth. Yet why do I talk ?•— 
Would I had never known Beaumont ! 
or that he had never known this low 
creature ! or that I had been ignorant of 
his attachment to her ! In ihort, my 
brain turns round, and I Ihall grow dif- 
triafted with thinking. 

I wonder at myfelf for having writ- 
ten fo much— but the agonies I feel are 
Vol. II. K infup* 
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infupportable. I muft give them vent 
or die. Come to me immediately^ if you 

have the fmalleft conlideration for 
your wretched friend, 

Ann Beaumont. 



. L E T T E R LXVIL 
Mrs. Lest£R to Mrs. Saxbt« 

A Pretty affair hs^ bappeopd ! a fine 
.piece of wgrk iftdiGled! WouJcJ 
you believe it? Mr. Lawfon has (hot 
Mr. Beaumont, the Earl of Beaumont's 
fecond fon ; and if he comes back to 
England he will moft certainly be 
hanged, as my lord's family are violent- 
ly eitufperated againft him. What a 
dreadful thing for Kitty ! But to be fure 

flic 
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0ie was to blame ; fhe never had any 
notion of conducting this affair cleverly. 
Had Ihe taken my advice, fhe might 
have been Mrs. Beaumont herfelf, hj 
this time ; but I always faid ihe had no 
art, no management at all. Poor girl ! 
ihe will fuffer exceedingly, and fo we 
ihall all of us, through her folly. She 
now lies very ill, and has mifcarried. 
Poor thing, I proteft I pity her ! Why 
would ihebe fo wrong-headed? Butpeo- 
ple cannot always help their nonfenfe ; 
and yet I declare I don't know what ihe 
lias done ; only ihe accufes herfelf, and 
laments that ihe has been the occafioti 
of all this. She ctks night and day* 

Mr. Grindall, who is very bad with 

the gout, is come hithef, and is very 

much ihocked, to be fure* Who would 

not be ihocked ? He fays it is a moft 

K z unhappy 
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unhappy bufinefs, and that the lefs 
that is faid about it the better. He 
\vill have Kitty go home with him, 
when flie is able to be moved : and if 
Mr. Beaumont fliould die, he fays fhe 
muft go over to Holland to her hulband. 
She fighs, and weeps, and WTings her 
hands, and only fays that Ihe is inno- 
cent, indeed Ihe is innocent ; and fo 
flie may be ; but I fay again that fhe al- 
ways wanted management. Why, if 
Ihe had had any clevemefs about her flie 
might have had Mr. Beaumont vifit 
her now and then without all this fufs : 
the leaft contrivance in the world would 
have made things quite eafy to all par- 
ties. A hufband muft be churlifli, in- 
deed, who will not let his wife fee a 
friend fometimes in a proper manner : 
and fuppofing he refufed, why, then 
ihe might, as I faid before, have con- 
trived 
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trived it when he was out of the w^ay, 
and Beaumont might have come and 
gone, and. no harm done ; and fo I 
have told her : but, as Ihe fays, what 
fignifies talking about it now. I wiib, 
for my part, that it had never happen- 
ed» or that it was all over, for I am 
quite confined without a foul to fpeak 
to, for Kitty is too ill to fee any body ; 
and old Grindall fits always in the par- 
lour, fo that there I have no opportunity 
to fpeak to any body. I am really half 
dead with the vapours, and quite long 
for a little pool at quadrille. I always 
told you that this girl would be a great 
plague to me, and now (he has made 
my words good. Cannot you come and 
fpend a few days at Richmond ? You 
may lleep with me, and then when 
Kitty is a little better, I will try to per- 
fuade Grindall to make us up a little 
K 3 party. 
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party, for there is no going on fo. Vo, 
think of this, my dear Saxby, and you 
will viftly oblige 

your very aSe^onate^ 

but at this time, 
V6fy melancholy friend, 
C. LsaTit. 



LETTER LXVIII. 
Mifs Camdsn to Mr. Foley. 

I HAVE been dreadfully alarmed by 
a paragraph in this day's paper, 
giving an account of Mr. Lawfon's 
Ihootln^ Mr. Beaumont whom he found 
irt his wife's apartment. If this be true 
whut will become of my ix>or friend? 
I tremble while I write. For heaven's 

fake^ 
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fake, Mr* Foley, add to the favours 
you have already done me, by not only 
making every poflible enquiry into the 
(hocking particulars of this llory, but 
by feeing Mr. Grindall, Mrs. Letter, or 
fome of the family. Endeavour to leant 
from them in what manner 1 can beft 
oiFer any confolation or afliftance to tht 
poor uttforttirilate creatufei Whether 
flie is itlnocent or guilty is ndvv no Ion- 
get- the queftibn. We are but too fure 
that tht is Unhappy, and that is fufS^ 
cknt to call forth all niy affeftionate 
compaflion for her. You will , I know3 
have the goodnefs to excufe this trouble 
from 

your already mnch obliged' 

' humble lervant, 
C. Camden. 



K 4 L E T^ 
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LETTER LXIX- 

Mr. Foley to Mifs Camden. 

THE relation of the unfortunate 
rencontre between Beaumont anc 
Mr. Lawfon is but too true, and as th< 
fmalleft of your commands, my deai 
Madam, will ever be fufficient to mab 
me fly to obey them, I w^ent immc 
diately to Mrs. Lawfon. They told m 
that Ihe was exceedingly ill^ and incs 
pable of feeing any body. 

Mrs. Letter came down to me, an 
gave me no favourable opinion of hi 
daughter's condud:, or her own undei 
flanding, by what Ihe mentioned abov 
the unhappy affair, which flie commu 
nicated indeed in fo mcoherent an 

perplexe 
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perplexed a ftyle that I could make out 
nothing to be depended upon. I then 
returned to Beaumont's, and found that 
he was given over by the furgeons who 
attended him. I Ihall not, therefore, 
my letter till to-morro\\\ 

In Continuation. 

Juft returned from Richmond. Mrs. 
Lawfon has recovered the ufe of her 
reafon, and with it fome degree of her 
health. There* remains however, lam 
told, fuch a wxaknefs, and the uneafi- 
nefs of her mind is fo acute, that her 
phyficians are very doubtful about her. 

As I was informed that ihe was bet- 
ter, at the door,. I defired to be permit- 
ted to fend a meflageto her from Mils 
Camden. 

K 5 I was 
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I was immediately intreated to walk 
into the parlour. 

An old gentleman, whofc name is 
Grindall, received me with great civi- 
lity, and faid that he was glad to hear 
Mi fs Camden was kind enough to en- 
quire after her afflifted friend, who had 
been, he hoped, and indeed believed, 
more unfortunate than criminal, " Let 
her unhappy ftory, therefore, continued 
he, be a warning to her fex upon fimi- 
lar occafions* Let them confider that 
indifcretion is very often as fatal as vice 
itfelf, as it fo frequently has the appear- 
ance of it. Befides, it is of the moft dan- 
gerous tendency, and frequently leads 
people to flie commiffion of faults of 
which they thought they never could 
have been guilty." 

He 
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He then fent up my meflage, 

Mrs. Lawfon returned her fincere 
thanks for hfer dear friend's enquiry 
after her, which was the greateft relief 
flie had yet met with, adding, that Ihe 
hoped ihe Ihould be able to fend her a 
vindication of her condufl, before Ihe 
took leave of her for ever* 

This i's^ but a melancholy account 
of your unhappy ffiertd, you wfll* fay,, 
ind yet it is the beft I can Chanfnlit td 
you. 

Lady Ann is> I am informed, almoft 
frantic, and vows revenge if B^aUmont 
dies ; though fhe, at the fame time, con- 
fefles that Ihe acquainted Lawfon^ by 
letter, of his viCting Mrs. Lawfon, 
K 6 and 
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and therefore, in a manner, armed him 
againft her hufband. 

What fatal effects do thefe unwar- 
rantable indulgencies among married 
people produce ! never were they moie 
frequent. 

I fhould not have made this' obferr 
vation to you^ Madam, were I not very 
well affured, that whenever you change 
your condition, you will not be one of 
the offending number. I am firmly 
perfuaded that you will never marry 
a man whom you do not love; and 
that when you have bleffed him with 
your affeftion, you will not deprive 
him of jt by the capricioufnefs of your 
difpofition. 

What happy profpedls has he who 
has hopes of gaining fo valiijble a heart ! 

and 
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and who has your permiffion to fub- 
fcribe himfelf, 

your mofl obedient, 
and devoted, 

humble fervant, 
C. Foley. 

P. S. Before I could fend this to 
the poft-houfe, my fervant returned 
from having made enquires after poor 
Beaumont. He brings me. word, that 
he died half an hour ago, never having 
had a fingle interval of reafon. My 
heart is fa full, that I cannot enlarge 
uiK)n fo diftreffing a fubjeft. Mils 
Camden is, I hope, fufficiently acquaint- 
ed with my heart, to be fenfible of what 
I fetel on the death of my unfortunate 
friend ; removed from this world, quite 
unprepared, I fear, for another. 

LET. 
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LETTER LXX. 

Mrs* Lawson to Mifs Camden. 

TT IS once more permitted me, my 
•■" dear Cecilia, to write to you ; my 
kind, confiderate friend ! it will ialfo 
be the laft time, and I hope^ therefore^ 
that you will believe me incapable of 
a falfehood,. 

Let me begin by affuring you, iti- 
the moft folemn manner^ that though 
appearances are ftrongly againft me,. 
I have never been guilty of the crime- 
laid to my charge. I have committed,, 
indeed, numberlefs errors, for which 
I, no doubt, deferve the chaftifement 
1 have received- 



It 
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It was my misfortune, nbt my fiault, 
Cecilia, to be thi'own ihto the way of 
a moft agtieeable man, thoUgh xinhap- 
pily for him, not fo ftridtly moral as 
'he ought to have htth. He had a 
thoufand attradling qualities; he had, 
alfo, a great deil of pride, and was 
•ambitious of keqVmg up his rank in 
life, even at the expence of his do- 
meftic tranquility. With fudh a difpo- 
fition, it was not likely that he Ihbu'ld 
ever think of marrying unequally in 
poirtt of birth and fortwne: yet, flat- 
tered by the notice whi#h he took of 
mt, and bdievmg th^t whit I \vifhed 
would certainly happeh-, I gkve way 
to the pleafing delufion> till I could 
not fu^port the difippointment with 
any tolerabfe degree of f6rtthid6. I 
could not bear to appear Kttle in the 
eyes of BteTOmont^ and^ therefore, eould 

bear 
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bear any degradadon of myfelf. Fool 
that I was ! I could not be more lowes- 
ed than by thinkin g in this manner* 

I figged, and believed I ihould have 
been happy if I had been bom a dutch- 
cfs, but I was fooD humbled to the 
dufi, for the ablurdity of my wifhes. 
J foon found that Beaumont had no 
defign to many me — ^I had, however, 
an ardent afiedkui for him ; an affec- 
tion which deftroyed my reputation 
and my peace, and brought me to the 
brink of the grave* I had too much 
virtue to yield upon diihonourable 
terms, he, therefore, left me to fatisfy 
his ambition by marr}'ing a woman of 
rank and fortune, indeed, but a wor 
man whom he could not love* 

Weak and culpable as I wa^, I then 
fufiered myfelf to be perfuaded by my 

TMitS\s.r^ 
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mother, to marry a man whom I could 
not love. I wilhed, indeed, to live in 
cafe and affluence, and that wiih made 
me the more ready to give my hand to 
Lawfon. 

My hufband, though I will do him 
juftice, by faying, that he was kind 
and good, was my averiion. I hated 
his way of living, his acquaintance, 
and every thing belonging to him : yet, 
wretched as I found myfelf, I ftrove, 
believing it my duty, to fupprefs fen- 
fations, which I, with forrow, felt. 

An unexpefted interview with Beau- 
mont, and the difcovery of his being 
ilill pleafed with me, revived a ten- 
dernefs which had been only fmother- 
ed, never totally extinguilhed. 

Still, 
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Still, however, I had refolution 
enough, ibrengthened by your admo-* 
nicions, my Cecilia, to refill his moft 
importunate folicitations, and even to 
refufe feeing him only as a friend* 

This refolution, it feems, hurt him 
exceedbgly, and made him deterniine 
to try to. bring me to change my fen- 
timents, by appearing to be very deep^ 
Jy afFefted by thena. 

The conflia which I fuffered waS| 
I confefs, fevers ; but I flattered myfelf 
that I fhould get the better of the weak- 
jiefs of my heart, though my painful 
ftruggles difordered me exceedingly. 

As I was really difordered, I feized 
that opportunity to fleep by myfelf: 
but I will affirm, that I had not the 

flight- 
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ffighteft fufpicions of Mr. Beaumont's 
intentions. When I faw him at my 
bedfide, I ihriekcd, fo exceflive was 
my furprize, believing him to be a 
houfc-breaker. I (hould certainly hare 
fcreamed as much had I immediately 
known him^ in my room at that time 
of nightj and when I was in bed. 

He begged me, with the greateft 
carneflnefs, to be calm, as 1 ihould ruin 
him by making a noife* 

I afked him, in a fright, how he came 
there? 

^* I bribed the maid, rejilied he, to 
let me in, when the family were in 
bed. I made an attempt a few nights 
ago, but a little, noife alarmed the other 
fervants; I was, therefore, glad to 

get 
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get off, being miftaken for a houfc* 
breaker." 

He then (looped down to renew his 
intreaties. 

At that moment the door of my room 
burft open,, and. Mr. Lawfoa appeared 
before us with a piftol in his hand. 

Shame, fear, and horror, feizcd me 
at once. I fhould have flbrunk back 
immediately to hide myfelf, for ever, 
if poflSble, from Mr. Lawfon, who be- 
lieved me, no doubt, guilty of the word 
of crimes, had I not, feeing them ready 
to murder each other before my face, 
been hurried by a fudden.impulfe, to 
endeavour to fave them* 

Throw- 
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Throwing myfelf out of bed, I fell 
on my knees before my hufband, but 
more dead than alive. 

Regardlefs of me^ however, whom 
he looked upon, I fuppofed, as an 
abandoned wretch, he fired his piftol. 

I knew nothing farther till I found 
myfelf in Sally's arms. 

The firft obje<St' that (truck my eyes 
was Beaumont bleeding on the floor. 

I cannot defcribe what I felt : you 
may, indeed, conceive my fenfations, 
my dear Cecilia, with regard to the 
poor, unhappy objcdt before me ; 
yet — yet — Heaven knows with what 
difficulty I drive to fupprefs every im- 
proper emotion ! I only begged to 

be 
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be carried out of that room, and aiked 
S^lly where Mr. Lawfon was ? 

She replied, that he "went away as 
foon as Mr. Beaumont was killed. 

^^ He is dead, then/' cried I, feeling 
my face, alternately, chilled with ter- 
mor, and glowing with ihame. I felt 
myfelf all over ill. I foon afterwards 
found that though entirely free from 
the crime of which I was ftrongly fuf- 
pedted, I had, by the agitation of my 
mind, been acceffary to the deftrudtion 
of an unborn innocent— Good G — d, 
my Cecilia! how is one indifcretion 
produftive of another ! how very care- 
ful ought one to be not to deviate from 
the ftreight line marked out to us by pru- 
dence ! Yet I can call heaven to witnefs 
that I never encouraged Mr .Beaumont's 

viiits 
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vifit? after I was married. That I al- 
ways loved4iim is but too true : I can- 
not, I will not attempt to deny it at 
this awful moment, when the utmoft 
fincerity of heart will be required of 
me. I will confefs that my ftreaming 
eyes, and heart-breaking fighs, now, 
even now, when my life is almoft at 
an end, prevent my diffcmbling what 
I feel for a poor unhappy fufFerer who 
loft his life on my account. Were I 
to deny this I could not hope for that 
mercy which I perpetually implore, and 
which is promifed to thofe who are 
truly penitent. That I am a fincere 
pnitent, the great fearcher of all hearts 
well knows ; and though I fhall be con- 
dcmned by a mif-judging world, I ftill 
affert, with my dying breath, that I 
never wronged Mr. Lawfon. I owe 
him this folemn cenfeffion for his ten. 

dernefs 
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dernefs to me before the fatal moment 
which deftroyed us all. Miferable as I 
am rendered by the flings of recollec- 
tion, I muft alfo confefs that appearances 
were againft me, and that as I never 
felt the afFedtion for Mr* Lawfon which 
every woman ought to feel for the 
man whom fhe marries, no perfon on 
earth, no advantages whatever ihouW 
have prevailed on me to marry him. 
I am, therefore, defervedly puniihed* 
I fubmit te my fate without murmur- 
ing. 1 even exped: my dilblution with 
impatience; praying the Almighty Fa- 
ther of all mercy, to put an end to my fuf- 
ferings with my life ; and praifing him, 
moft devoutly, for having enabled me, 
in the midft of all my furrounding hor- 
rors, to preferve myfelf from the moft ig- 
nominious epithet which can be given 
to a woman. Had not Mr. Lawfon, 

at 
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at that inftant interpofed, heaven knows 
if I ihould have been able to refift the 
folicitations of a man folong, fo tender- 
ly beloved by me ; a man, for whom 
my affection was fo deeply rooted before 
I believed it to be in the leaft degree 
criminal in me to prefer him to all his 
/ex. Since, then, we were both to pay 
for our weaknefles, by the forfeiture of 
our lives, 'tis better, a million of times 
better that we die guiltlefs — ^May our 
deaths atone for all our failings ! I have 
only to pray that Mr. Lawfon may 
efcape the hand of juftice, as I really 
believe that he could not pofEbly, in 
his particular fituation, a£t otherwi(e 
than he did. My hand and my head 
are both weary, my Cecilia; yet I 
could not quit the world without pour- 
ing out my heart, for the laft time, to 
my beft of friends, who moft kindly 
warned me of my danger. 

Vol, II. L I have 
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I have written this at diflerent times, 
when I could hold my pen. I now lay 
It down for ever, thanking you, with 
the utmoft fincerity, for the many proofs 
^ your friendihip beftowed cm 
your truly aSedionate 

C. Lawson. 



LETTER LXXI. 
Mr. Grindall to Mr. Lawson* 

Dear Lawfon, 

IN my laft, * the fliortnefs of which 
was occafioned by the extreme pain 
in my hand, I could only prepare you 
for what you were to exped, and I hope, 

* This letter is omitted, becaufe the editor 
Aoughtthe publicatioa of it vnnecefliuy. 

my 
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my preparation has enabled you to bear 
the (hock of what I am now, with th&. 
.trueft concern^ going to relate. 

Beaumont died two days after he was 
wounded^ without having been once 
capable of talldng on that or any other 
fubjeft. 

We endeavoured, with thegreatefl: 
poflible precaution, to conceal his death 
from Mrs. Lawfon, looking upon the 
concealment of it to be abfolutely ne-- 
ceflary, as (he was, from her mifc^- 
riage (occaiioned by her fright) in a 
very dangerous fituation ; but we could 
. not keep her in ignorance, Ihe inquired 
in fo particular a manner, and with fo 
much earneftnefs about him, declaring 
that whether he recovered or not, (he 
ihiouldfoonbenomore; that our attempts 
L z f 
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to deceive her were to no purpofe. She 
declared, alfo, to the laft moment of 
her life, that nothing criminal ever paf- 
fed betw^een her and Beaumont — *^ My 
(peaking to him, continued flie, twice 
when he came into the houfe, without 
my knowledge, cannot, I hope, be 
tailed criminal ; and as to the laft fatal 
interview, I was entirely ignorant of his 
intentions — I was inexpreffibly fliocked 
at the fight of him, and the fudden ex- 
clamation which I involuntarily made^ 
alarming Mr. Lawfon brought him into 
the room. I have, therefore, been the 
innocent caufe of Mr. Beaumont's death, 
and of Mr. Lawfon's banifhment from 
his family, friends and native country. 
Is fuch an unfortunate wretch, Sir, fit 
to live ? No, certainly ! yet I am only 
unfortunate, and not guilty of any 
crime. Had I never been educated with 

Lady 
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Lady Charlotte, I Ihould never have 
known her too-amiable brother ! I 
ought not. Indeed, you will fay, to 
have encouraged a paffion which could 
not, I was fenfible, be gratified. It is 
too true ; there I was culpable ; but 
I was young, pofTeft of an uncommon 
degree of fenfibility, bred up among 
girls of the fame zge and tafte, and early 
taught that to he great was to be happy. 
By my education, 1 was excited to in- 
dulge the moft ambitious views, to en- 
deavour to make my fortune, and to 
*increafe my confequence by aiming at 
a connedtion above my ftation, and for 
that reafon exceedingly dangerous. I 
will not tell you to what I might not 
have been tempted to fubmit, tofccure, 
as I hoped, the man I loved, had not 
you kindly intcrpofed the day I was 
going to meet him in the Green Park j2ini 
L ^ faved 
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faved,mc from deftrudtion. My grate- 
ful thanks are, therefore, due. Sir, to 
you, for my prefervarion from ruin— 
You could not prcfcrve me from wretch- 
ednefs, but you fnatched me from in- 
famy. Continue, Sir, to exert your 
kindnefs in my favour, even after my 
death, by vindicating me to Mr. Law- 
fon, to whom it will be needlefs for me 
to write, as he, believing me capable 
of deceiving him fo groffly will, confe- 
<iuently, be deaf to all that I can fay 
in my defence. Relate to him. Sir, the 
fincere confeffion of a dying woman, 
who would tremble at the thought of 
the vengeance of heaven Ihould flie 
dare to utter a falihood in her laft mor 
ments. Tell him, that in fpite of the in- 
jury I have occafioned him, I wilh he 
may fprget me and be happy •*' 

She 
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She could add no more, and indeed, 
all that Ihe bad (aid was delivered with 
many interruptionSi with great diffi» 
culty of breathing. 

And now, my dear Lawfon, I am 
yery much afraid that what I have re- 
lated may aj3e<fl you too much, loving 
her fo truly as you did. But I think it. 
my duty to do her all pofiible juftice ; 
fhe really deferves every thing that can 
be juftly faid in her behalf, as ihe 
would have been, . undoubtedly, one oB 
the moit amiable girls in the world, the 
beft of daughters, the tendereft, the 
moft virtuous of wives, had fhe not: 
been fpoilt by a wrong education. Had 
ihe been educated at home, by a fenlible 
difcrect naother, ihe might have proved 
a bleffing to her huiband, a ufeful mem- 
ber to fociety. There are pleafures 
L 4, fuit-. 
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fuitable to all ftations, rational, and 
agreeable to every rank in life ; and 
had Kitty Lefter never kept company 
with people in an exalted fphere ; if 
Ihe had not been told that ihe muft 
neceffarily be more happy with a man 
of quality, than with a man in trade, 
or than even with an hon^ft, afiedtton- 
ate mechanic, ihe might, at this mo- 
ment, have been bleft in her hufband's 
love, and delighted with the profped: 
of a growing family, who would, like 
their worthy parents, have been early 
taught that happinef?; is the fure re- 
ward of virtuous induftry, and that 
nobody ought to look for felicity in 
exalted ftations onfy^ fince there are 
few, comparatively very few perfons 
in high life, who enjoy it-: on the 
other hand, how frequently do we fee 
the middling, and even the loweft 

claifes 
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clafles of people, with the common 
neceflaries of life, chearful and con- 
tented ! May thefe refledions, my dear 
Lawfon, reconcile you to your prefent 
exile I Confider, that you did not mur* 
der, premeditately, the bold invader 
of your houfe ; and let that confidera- 
tion« confole you, in fome meafure, for 
the fatal confequences, with, which 
your hafty proceeding was attended ; 
and for the future,, nev^r raife your 
hand even againft your enemy. The 
foolifh, mercenary girl who was brib* 
edto let a man^mto her mailer's houfe, 
into her miftrefs*s chamber, ought to 
be moft feverely punifhed: but we 
want laws for the puniihment of fuch 
crimes,, which,^ however trivial they 
may feem, often give birth to the. 
moft melancholy fccnes.. 

As 
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As to Mrs. Lefter, fhe is happy in 
not being, at prefent, fenfible of the 
calamities which her vanity and ambi* 
tion (for they muft be attributed to 
them) has occaiioned. It may be urged, 
indeed, in her defence, that fhe has 
been more weak than wicked. How 
unhappy is the girl, who is left to the 
care of a vain, fooliih mother ! 

I hope, my dear Lawfon, that you 
will, by fummoning your reafon, your 
religion, to your aid, refled upon this 
melancholy event in a proper manner. 
Let me hear frequently from you, and 
believe me to be ever, 

with the greateft fincerity, 
your affeftionate friend, 
and humble fervant, 

£. Grindalx. 

THE END. 
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